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Since our Autumn 2019 edition we have been concentrating our efforts on supporting partners towards Covenant or 
Silver ERS status in the Borough, with almost all of Tameside and Glossops GP Practices now signed to the covenant 
it’s a very exciting time. Our employability and skills project is now underway in the very capable hands of Terry Morley 
and the team at Groundwork. The Moving Forces team have secured a range of additional funding, resulting in the 
appointment of a further member of the team and a nomination, amongst others for the Endeavour Awards. Our work 
with Primary Care has also been recognised by the Local Government Awards and we have had the opportunity to 
present our work to the team there. 

Thanks to our sponsors for this edition Johnnie Johnson Housing who continue to be a superb partner in the housing of 
the ex-service community in Tameside and a key partner in the veterans agenda for Greater Manchester.

We are always very grateful for the generosity of our sponsors and are always on the lookout for sponsors and support 
for future editions which costs in the region of £300, if you know of someone or an organisation who can help us in this 
way we would love to hear from you. We have lots of exciting projects in the pipeline, so please read your copy of Signal 
thoroughly and contact us if there is something you would like to know more about or get involved with.

On a final note many thanks to the contributors of this edition of Signal, if you have an article for the Autumn edition 
please send it over to us at covenant@tameside.gov.uk no later than August 30th 2020.

Johnnie Johnson Housing is a 
housing association that has been 
providing affordable homes for 50 
years, housing around 35,000 people 
within this time. Currently we house 
about 7,000 residents living in 5000 
homes across the UK including 
Independent Living schemes that 
offer community housing for over 
55s, leasehold and shared ownership 
properties and general lets. 

Johnnie Johnson Housing is 
committed to building another 1,000 
bright new homes over the next eight 
years that will encourage community 
living and wellbeing. A significant 
proportion of these, around 70 per 
cent, will support the ever growing 
number of people who are living 

longer including ex-armed forces. 

In 2000, Johnnie Johnson Housing 
acquired Astraline health and care 
business which provides a range of 
tech-enabled support services for 
older or vulnerable adults. Astraline 
are a nationwide provider of telecare 
services with friendly operators 
available 24/7, 365 days a year via 
Astraline’s call monitoring centre. 
Trained Astraline mobile responders 
are also available to make home 
visits, check-ins or respond to 
emergencies. 

For further information on Astraline, 
call 01625 854 548, visit Astraline’s 
website astraline.co.uk/enjoylife or 
email at sales@astraline.co.uk and 

mention the Armed Forces Covenant 
or Signal.

Johnnie Johnson Housing is proud to 
sponsor this issue of Signal and help 
support the Armed Forces Covenant. 
Our link to the Armed Forces goes 
right back to our founder and we’ve 
continued to support the Armed 
Forces throughout our 50 years in 
business. 

Find out more about Johnnie Johnson 
Housing can help you, by contacting 
us on 0345 305 5335 or at 
general.enquiries@jjhousing.co.uk 
and mention the Armed Forces 
Covenant or Signal.

WELCOME TO THIS, 
THE NINTH EDITION 
OF SIGNAL

SPONSOR 

Spring 2020
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James Edgar Johnson, nicknamed 
‘Johnnie’ was a Royal Air Force pilot 
and flying ace. He grew up and was 
educated in the East Midlands, where 
he qualified as an engineer. Having 
been interested in aviation since a 
youth, he joined the RAF. In 1940 he 
began flying regularly, taking part in 
the offensive sweeps over German-
occupied Europe from 1941 to 1944, 
almost without rest. His combat tour 
included participation in the Battle of 
Normandy, Operation Market Garden, 
the Battle of the Bulge and the 
Western Allied invasion of Germany.

Johnnie was credited with 34 
individual victories over enemy 
aircraft, as well as seven shared 
victories, three shared probable, 10 
damaged, three shared damaged and 
one destroyed on the ground. He flew 
700 operational sorties and engaged 
enemy aircraft on 57 occasions. This 
score made him the highest scoring 
Western Allied fighter ace against the 
German Luftwaffe. Johnnie continued 
his career in the RAF after the Second 
World War, serving in the Korean War, 
and retiring in 1966, with the rank of 
air vice marshal.

Air Vice Marshal Johnnie Johnson then founded Johnnie Johnson Housing in 1969. After his retirement from the RAF, 
he wanted to help fellow Armed Forces personnel find homes. He worked as the Chief Executive until his retirement in 
1989 and created the original voluntary Committee of Management, consisting of conscripts from Johnnie’s RAF days 
(including Sir Douglas Bader).

Johnnie Johnson Housing has maintained this focus on helping Armed Forces personnel, including pledging their 
support to the Armed Forces community by signing the Armed Forces Covenant in 2018. More recently they made the 
RAF Benevolent Fund, their charity of the year for 2019/2020. Johnnie Johnson Housing still have many residents, who 
are former Armed Forces personnel, some who even knew Johnnie Johnson in the past and love to share stories of him 
with them.

Johnnie Johnson Housing still provides quality affordable homes across the North West, North East and Yorkshire and 
Derbyshire. They offer general let housing, shared ownership and specialise in independent living properties for older 
people. Alongside Johnnie Johnson Housing works Astraline, their nationwide in-house telecare specialists.

Johnnie Johnson Housing was founded to help ex-Armed Forces personnel find homes and this important work still 
continues today. If you’d like to know more about Johnnie Johnson Housing and how they can help you, contact them 
on 0345 305 5335 or at general.enquiries@jjhousing.co.uk and mention the Armed Forces Covenant or Signal.

JOHNNIE JOHNSON 
FLYING ACE

Providing affordable 
housing to ex-Armed 

Forces for 50 years

mailto:general.enquiries%40jjhousing.co.uk?subject=
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The Employment & Skills Team at Tameside MBC, with funding support from The Military Covenant Fund, have 
commissioned The Operation Re-Org Team at Groundwork Greater Manchester to provide a new service during 2020, 
targeted at providing support for ex-armed forces veterans who are now resident in Tameside.

The project will be managed by two Ex-Armed Forces Veterans Terry Morley (1 Kings) and David Conreen (Para Reg 
/ RAF). Both have many years of experience working with Military organisations, Charities, Veterans, Employers, 
Education and Training Providers. 

  The service has 3 key aims:

1. To increase our understanding of the needs of Tameside veterans to aid the design of future services.
2. To provide a tailored service to support individual Tameside veterans to secure employment, access 

training or link up with current services to assist with any needs such as housing, finance or benefits 
advice, health and wellbeing needs or social events and activities.

3. To support local employers to understand advantages of recruiting people with a military background 
and help them fill current skills gaps in their workforce.

If you would like to refer any Tameside veterans who need assistance to secure employment or any other kind of 
support, or would like more information about the project, please contact the project lead Terry Morley on:

07973 252373
0161 220 1013
terry.morley@groundwork.org.uk

If you would like to connect up with or find out more about the project, we will be providing ongoing project updates 
along with information of interest to armed forces veterans on our new Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/OperationReOrg

OPERATION RE-ORG AT 
GROUNDWORK GREATER 
MANCHESTER

mailto:terry.morley%40groundwork.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/OperationReOrg
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Some of them never come home to fanfares, they dump their kit-bags down at the door, kiss their 
wives and let their children wrestle them down to the kitchen floor, switch the telly on, pour out a 
whiskey, search for the local football score.

Some of them skip the quayside welcome, dodge the bunting and cannonade, make their landfall 
in silent harbours, nod to the coastguard, but evade the searchlight of public scrutiny like those 
engaged in the smuggling trade.

Some of them land at lonely airfields far removed from the celebration, hang their flying gear in a 
locker, cadge a lift to the railway station, make for home and take for granted the short-lived thanks 
of a grateful nation.

Some of them miss the royal salute, the victory parade along the Mall, the fly-past, the ships in 
formation passing the cheering crowds on the harbour wall. Remembered only by friends and 
relatives, some of them never come home at all.

UNMENTIONED 
IN DESPATCHES

Poet: 
Peter Wyton
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Rumours started of surrender by the Germans in late April, forces all over 
Northern Europe held their breath and tried to stay alive; they knew it couldn’t 
come too soon.

On 30th April, Adolf Hitler the Nazi leader committed suicide which accelerated 
talk of surrender; when it did happen, the documents would be signed on 
May 7, 1945, at Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s headquarters in Reims, France, 
though not by Eisenhower himself.

In The Great War of 1914 – 1918, Germany had not unconditionally 
surrendered, it was an Armistice, signed by Politicians Matthias Erzberger for 
Germany they would not sign a treaty until 1919, The Treaty of Versailles, then 
they had sent a functionary as Erzberger was, to sign the Armistice, but this 
time it would be the unconditional surrender of all German Armed Forces. In 
1945 it was signed by General Alfred Jodl, Chief of Staff of the German Army, 
on behalf of the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht ("German High Command"). 
General Walter Bedell Smith, Eisenhower’s Chief of Staff signed on behalf of 
the Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force and General Ivan 
Susloparov on behalf of the Soviet High Command.

VE DAY 
1945 8th May
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In the Northern city of Hamburg, along with 2091 other men, is the grave of 6920790 William Newitt 
aged just 22 of The 1st Battalion The Manchester Regiment, he died the 9th May 1945, just one day 
after the surrender came into force, his mum and dad John & Annie Newlitt would have heard through 
a telegram a few days later.”

As this happened, at the same time three other surrender documents, one each for Great Britain, Russia, and France 
were signed, however, Joseph Stalin the soviet leader refused to accept the surrender signed in Rheims - because he 
suspected the motives of the Western Allies and Germany. He insisted the treaty was ratified in Berlin the following day, 
so Moscow and Russia celebrate VE Day one day later than the rest of Europe, on 9 May.
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When Japan surrendered in 1945 it was the result of a catastrophic event 
which reverberated around the world and has held a tension over the planet 
ever since, its only when you see what this can do would you understand why 
we make strenuous efforts to stop their proliferation on the planet because 
they are even more deadly now.

From over 60 countries, 2.3 Billion who fought, nearly 25 Million military were 
killed and 30 million civilians were lost, that’s the total population of the UK 
now, the toll from the 2nd World War was the deadliest to the world ever, of any 
war.

However we feel about the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which 
resulted in up to 226,00 deaths from the 2 bombs, our own for the whole 
war, in total was 383,700, the US knew that the rate of two Japenese killed to 
one US soldier (The rate for Iwo Jima) meant that  with 2.3 million Japanese 
Army troops prepared to defend the home islands, backed by a civilian 
militia of 28 million men and women the loss of life would be immense, 
following the Potsdam Declaration during the first two weeks of August 1945 
the UK lost 968 men, it stopped the further killing of many, many hundreds of 
thousands British and American citizens, perhaps millions.

VJ DAY 
1945 15th August
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The local 1st Battalion 
of the Manchester 
Regiment surrendered 
903 Men in Singapore in 
January 1942, all from 
the Manchester area, 
many from Tameside, 
when Japan finally 
surrendered only 465 
returned – we will never 
forget their suffering, 
Japanese cruelty and 
injustice”. 
Arthur Lane, FEPOW

We remember them on VJ Day every 
year, of that sacrifice that our parents 
and Grandparents went through and 
of those who never returned and their 
families who individually were just as 
devastated, may they rest in peace.

Families who later lost their loved 
ones in Malaya, Korea, Ireland, Iraq 
and Afghanistan have come to realise 
the need for Remembrance and 
the swelling numbers at the annual 
remembrance services in November 
bear this out. 
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THE AIR CADETS 
IN GREATER MANCHESTER

What do Air Cadets do? You name 
it and there is a good chance that 
somewhere there is an Air Cadet 
doing it. Activities such as Flying & 
Gliding, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
Sport and Camps at RAF Stations.
The Aim of the Air Training Corps is 
to promote and encourage among 
young people a practical interest 
in aviation and the RAF; To provide 
training which will be useful both in 
the Services and Civilian life and 
to foster the spirit of adventure and 
to develop the qualities of leadership 
and citizenship. Our role is not to 
recruit for the armed forces, however 
we do develop a strong sense of 
service among our cadets and many 
of our 40,000 + cadets do move on 

to careers that support society. Many 
front-line jet pilots are former cadets, 
but many more develop careers in the 
public and private sectors. 

Science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) remains at 
the heart of our progressive training 
syllabus and our practical and fun 
use of STEM is acknowledged 
as helping to encourage young 
females and those from ethnic 
minority backgrounds who have not 
traditionally seen STEM subjects 
as attractive. The RAFAC are also 
leaders in training youngsters in cyber 
skills, alongside highly successful 
specialist camps in music, aerospace, 
drill and ceremonial. Cadets are also 
offered the opportunity to enhance 

their employment prospects by 
studying for industry recognised 
BTEC and ILM awards which they can 
gain as part of their cadet experience.
So, if you or someone you know likes 
a challenge why not come and join 
us. You may join once you are in year 
8 at school; and the maximum joining 
age is the day before your 17th 
birthday. Apart from flying, sports 
target shooting and adventure training 
you’ll gain in confidence develop life 
skills and make friends for life.

Werever you are in 
Greater Manchester 
there is a unit near you!

The RAF Air Cadets (RAFAC) is a 
world-class uniformed organisation of 
55,000 cadets and adult volunteers. 
Here in Greater Manchester, 
Warrington and parts of Cheshire 
East, we have over 1000 cadets 
located in 35 Squadrons. Locally 
in Tameside we have 3 units, 247 
Ashton Squadron, 430 Droylsden 
Squadron and 468 Hyde and 
Hattersley Squadron. 
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Born to a modest family from the West End of Ashton Arthur Axford became a Colonel in the 9th Manchesters, received 
The Order of the British Empire and became the High Sherriff of Greater Manchester. His daughter Lynn Birmingham and 
son Tony Axford, are hosting a Memorial Service to their father in the Parish Church of St Michael’s and All Angels on 
Church Street Ashton on 15th March 2020, the exact anniversary of his death last year.

From Joining the 9th Manchesters in 1939 Arthur Axford served in Europe before returning at Dunkirk, to Iceland with 
Force ‘C’ to defend it against possible invasion, the off to Scarpa Flow to defend the fleet then the UK, then training in 
North Africa before Italy with the 8th Army and the Gothic Line where he just missed being killed with his driver when his 
jeep ran over a landmine, finishing their war in Austria.

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS 
IN ASHTON, TO HIGH 
SHERRIFF OF MANCHESTER

Memorial Service
held on 15th March 2020

Colonel Arthur Axford 
MBE OBE TD DL
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Demobilised, but the Army hadn’t finished with Arthur Axford he was recalled for Korea to serve with the 1st Bn. Royal 
Ulster Rifles and they were amid heavy fighting at the Imjin River on New Years’ Day 1951.

Rejoining the 9th Bn. as their training officer and shooting team, in the early 60’s he became the CO., before handing the 
regiment to Col. Donald Gibbs who took over in 1964 when he became Deputy Commander of 127 Brigade (TA) from 
1964 to 1970, he Commanded The East Lanes ACF from 1970 to 1974 and Honorary Colonel from 1980 to 1985, he was 
High Sheriff of Greater Manchester from 1987 to 1988.

“Arthur Axford was very proud of his Ashton heritage and the family asked Reverend Roger Farnworth to lead the 
service, Lynn and Tony welcomed anyone who served with their father who came along to the service at the Parish 
Church and any member of the Public who knew him to say their final goodbyes.
 
Tony Axford asked the speakers to say something of their father’s service which was led by The Lord Lieutenant Sir 
Warren Smith KCVO KStJ JP, The High Sheriff, Mark Adlestone OBE DL, Col. Sir David Trippier, and the Civic Mayor 
of Tameside Councillor Drennan who accepted the invitation to speak on behalf of the Tameside Community; Sharman 
Birtles JP DL talked of his work representing Tameside as High Sherriff’s Office and his Military Career, there were a 
number of the men from The Manchester Regiment that served with the Colonel during his time at the Armoury and 
representing the Duke of Lancasters Regiment was  Col. Owen and Officers from The Royal Irish Regiment.”

A true Soldiers’ Soldier RIP Arthur Axford Graham Braithwaite, Manchester’s & King’s Regiment.
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Mr Kirk, who will reach the milestone 
of 100 years old this year, has been 
awarded the Legion d’Honneur Medal 
from the French Government. This will 
be presented to him in June by the 
French Consul, date and time to be 
confirmed.

He volunteered in April 1941 to the 
Royal Navy but it wasn’t until April 
1942 that he was actually called up. 
At the time of volunteering, he could 
not swim. His first overseas posting 
was to HMS Tana a Royal Naval base 
at Kilindini, near Mombasa, Kenya, 
on the east coast of Africa. This was 
from July 1942 to September 1942, 
when on 17th September he joined 
HMS Valiant. The ship at that time 
was under repair after being mined 
with her sister ship HMS Queen 
Elizabeth by Italian frogmen whilst in 
port at Alexandra. Mr Kirk served on 
HMS Valiant until 14 October 1943, 
when the ship came back to the UK 
for a refit and Mr Kirk returned for 
further training.

During his time on HMS Valiant, the 
ship was involved in a number of 
operations. Initially it patrolled the 
Indian Ocean before coming back 
to the UK for a refit in March 1943. 
After exercises off Scapa Flow she 
returned to the Mediterranean in June 
1943. It was here the the ship was 
involved in Operation HUSKEY. 

The Invasion of Sicily, which involved 
patrolling the Ionian Sea & off Cape 
Passero. It was also involved in 
Operation BAYTOWN in the Staits 
of Messina and Operation SLEDGE 
off the Italian coast south of Reggio 
on the 1st & 3rd of September 1943. 
Salerno Bay which has a beach of 20 
miles and was within aerial striking 
range of Sicily was the best possible 
landing site in the area; as such, the 
Germans fully anticipated the landing 
and were fully prepared for it. In order 
to achieve surprise no preliminary 

naval bombardment took place. As a 
result of all these factors, the landings 
at Salerno was fiercely contested. 
Also during this operation the ships 
came under fierce attack from enemy 
aircraft. On one occasion VALIANT’s 
anti-aircraft fire forced 15 aircraft to 
abort their attack. 

Between 16 April 1944 and 8 
February 1945 Mr Kirk appears 
to have been assigned to HMS 
Copra (which is a shore based 
headquarters). In a sad but related 
story, it seems that this establishment 
was wrongly identified as a sea-going 
vessel in the aftermath of the conflict. 

The name of HMS Copra has been 
reported to appear on many war 
graves in Normandy. Although HMS 
Copra was never a sea-going vessel, 
it only confirms that the men were 
in the Royal Navy, and assigned to 
Combined Operations. They would 
probably have been serving on, or 
being carried by landing craft when 
they were lost and it would not have 
been possible to identify and record 
the name at the time (D-Day). We 
know from what Mr Kirk has said, 
that he was involved with the repair 
of Landing Craft at this time and 
was assigned to LSE2 (Landing Ship 
Emergency Repair 2) during the 
D-Day landings. 

He tells us that he went across on a 
LST (Landing Ship Tank), which would 
have carried a number of tanks. On 
D-Day and the days that followed, 
they would patch up any damaged 
Landing Craft to take them to LSE2 
for repair, and put back into service. 
(You have to remember that it was 
not just a case of landing men on 
D-Day, but also re-enforcements and 
supplies in the days and weeks that 
followed).

James Kirk
Future recipient of the

Legion d’Honneur Medal
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Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council

‘Honouring Britain’s Armed Forces, 
Past, Present and Future’

Armed 

Saturday 27th June 2020
1 - 4pm Victoria Park, Denton

For further information visit 
www.tameside.gov.uk/armedforcesday 

or Cultural Services on 0161 342 4144
@tmbc_culture

FREE EVENT 
everyone welcome, lots of children’s activities 

and fabulous entertainment, 
throughout the afternoon. 
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Darren (Daz), is settling into his new 
role as the Battery Commander of 
216 (The Bolton Artillery) Bty RA 
and as the Greater Manchester 
Community Engagement Liaison 
Officer. Based now at Bolton, this 
much travelled Artillery man, is a 
native of the North West.  

Originally from Blackpool, he was 
interested at an early age in the 
Army and made his decision at high 
school that he was for the Military. 
“We had some family history of the 
services”, but has been inspired by 
his Grandfather, who had as been in 
the Military Police and the Artillery in 
India. More recently Daz proudly had 
his Grandfather’s medals mounted 
and displayed along with photos and 
memorabilia.

He joined as a Junior Leader’s Regt 
RA in 1985 and went to the Artillery 
almost by chance.

“It seemed the best route and the 
Army were keen to have recruits in an 
expanding Gunner force. At the time 
of the Cold War the RA would be a 
crucial part of NATO in North West 
Europe”

Daz trained 1985-86, being posted to 
Germany in November 1986.

As a young soldier he was part of 
Operation Granby, the operations in 
the Gulf in 1991. A cog in the 53,000 
plus British servicemen and women. 

“Given the scenario we were used 
to in Europe; tank V tank; potential 
biological warfare (NBC) and 
movement on a big scale, plus a 
real threat from missile systems, we 
were trained for this and ready. As a 
20-year-old this was real soldiering”

It was followed by three tours of 
Northern Ireland, two in Cyprus 
and time there working with other 

Nations. Given the very cooperative 
environment he served in, he says 
the natural potential for animosity 
with the Argentinian peace keepers 
was reduced to good humour & good 
friendships. “We all love a barbecue 
and the Argentinians did it so very 
well”

Later, moving to more Command 
based roles, he found himself in 
complex structures which set the 
scene for later work in wide ranging 
management coordination later.

Daz finished his Regular Army 
career in Merseyside where he was 
Quartermaster at 103 Regt RA. By 
2003 he was a Battery Sergeant 
Major and then a Regimental 
Sergeant Major, a role of such 
pivotal responsibility for the esprit de 
corps, operational efficiency and an 
opportunity to shape the lives and 
experiences of his men. It comes 
across that he considers the level 
of non-commissioned responsibility 
and opportunity is monumental and 
probably no other role anywhere 
carries the breadth of impact on his 
unit.

Logistics Officer as a commissioned 
Captain; Basra, Afghanistan, again 
with the Artillery, working with new 
technologies, a War of technology 
over personnel?

“No, it is a way of operating which 
supports those on the ground best. It 

makes us more effective as a force. 
Better outcomes, less risk for the 
men. But at the end of the day it’s 
the quality of the Unit and individual’s 
training and the Command on the 
ground which pulls it all together”

“I was employed in a critical logistic 
role in Afghanistan, I really believe 
that” His experience was trusted and 
put in a position to save lives outside 
of the immediate action. “Improving 
communications makes such a 
difference” Working with multi-million-
pound enabling platforms is exciting 
and challenging, something Daz 
clearly relished.

Now a Major, working with Army 
Reserves, he has almost the definitive 
military experience of the last 30+ 
years. Daz has a real grasp of the 
issues. Been there, done is not really 
the answer.  It’s about not even really 
understanding the men and women. 
It’s something else. Intuition. Probably 
a sixth sense around how a unit is, its 
well-being of individuals, its fighting 
ability.

Working with the ex-services and the 
issues. Clearly well briefed. But again, 
that's not it, it’s the understanding 
that comes of many years of working 
with people. About working with local 
authorities? A different matter? “A 
different way of working yes, but one 
which he can relate to. “Organisations 
have their own methods and 
processes. “We just have to do 
what we did with the Argentinians 
and the Hungarians in Cyprus, set 
up good comms and recognise the 
differences”  

In going forward with the Armed 
Forces Covenant, his passion is 
outreach. “Civvy street is a different 
world and we need to find those 
needing help to navigate their way 
around, make the right connections 
and ask the right questions”.

In conversation with 

MAJOR DARREN RAWCLIFFE RA
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 t.  0161 330 9223   

e. office@togmind.org 

w. www.togmind.org 

216-218 Katherine Street 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

Lancashire 

OL6 7AS   

Tameside, Oldham and Glossop Mind. Registered Charity (No. 1123549) 

Registered Company Limited by Guarantee (No. 6340472)  

Tameside, Oldham and Glossop Mind 

Please visit our website at www.togmind.org 

and sign up to our Eupdate  

You will receive one email per week covering different aspects of our 
mental health and wellbeing offer locally including:  
 

 Drop In Sessions 
 Counselling Support 
 Early Intervention Support  
 The Together Project - Suicide Prevention 
 The Buddy Project - Social Prescribing 
 Mind in Greater Manchester Partnership and Training 
 Dedicated Children and Young Peoples Services 
 Volunteer opportunities and recruitment 
 Good news stories, fundraising and successes  

WWee  wwoorrkk  iinn  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh  tthhee  NNHHSS  aanndd  aarree  eexxppeerrttss  iinn  mmeennttaall  
hheeaalltthh  wwiitthh  oovveerr  4400  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee  ddeelliivveerriinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt  sseerrvviicceess..  

The battlefield today is one of the 
most visited areas of the Western 
Front. The Thiepval Memorial to the 
Missing is close by, and on the other 
side of the valley are the preserved 
trenches of the Newfoundland 
Memorial Park. There are two 
cemeteries nearby. The Connaught 
Cemetery now contains 1,278 burials, 
and Mill Road Cemetery which is on 
the edge of the Schwaben Redoubt, 
containing 1,304 graves.

Precisely over the 1/5th Duke of 
Wellington’s line of attack has been 
built a tall memorial tower to the 
Ulster Division. This is one of the 
most famous landmarks on the 
Somme, and the front walls of the 
grounds are on the approximate site 
of Koyli East Trench. 

Just to the left of the tower is a fork 
in the road, one branch being a rough 
track that leads down to St. Pierre 
Division. By walking down the track 
you will be parallel, and slightly west 
of Koyli East Trench. After 130 yards 
on your right, a few feet into the field 
are the remains of a machine-gun 
post. While this is probably not the 
apex of the Pope’s Nose, it is likely 
to have been part of this position, 
possibly at Point 16. This gun position 
could see every British attack with 
its amazing view towards the British 
trenches, and had to it’s left the 
German support line.

By standing in the road at the front 
of the Tower, whilst looking towards 
the fork in the road, you will be 
facing the direction of the attack 
which commenced at 5.13am on 3rd 
September 1916, from which many 
men never returned.

THE POPE’S NOSE TODAY

One of the most visited 
areas of the Western Front
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You will receive one email per week covering different aspects of our 
mental health and wellbeing offer locally including:  
 

 Drop In Sessions 
 Counselling Support 
 Early Intervention Support  
 The Together Project - Suicide Prevention 
 The Buddy Project - Social Prescribing 
 Mind in Greater Manchester Partnership and Training 
 Dedicated Children and Young Peoples Services 
 Volunteer opportunities and recruitment 
 Good news stories, fundraising and successes  

WWee  wwoorrkk  iinn  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh  tthhee  NNHHSS  aanndd  aarree  eexxppeerrttss  iinn  mmeennttaall  
hheeaalltthh  wwiitthh  oovveerr  4400  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee  ddeelliivveerriinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt  sseerrvviicceess..  
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Tameside Armed Forces Covenant 
“The Armed Forces Covenant sets out the relationship between the nation, 
the government and the armed forces. It recognises that the whole nation 
has a moral obligation to members of the armed forces and their families, 

and it establishes how they should expect to be treated”.

Tameside Armed Services Community 
(TASC), is the Council’s partner 
organisation in delivering of the 

Covenant.

TAMESIDE ARMED
SERVICES

COMMUNITY

TASC

Ex-service personnel 
in Tameside

TASC 
members

Veterans In Schools Arts 
Award recipients

GP practices signed 
the Covenant 

Ex-service personnel 
registered with primary care

Organisations signed 
the Covenant

7500

3335

81%

1489

524

74

*figures are cumulative from 2012 to date 
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