Spring 2016
WELCOME to the first edition of Signal – the
bi annual newsletter for Tameside Armed
Services Community supported by Tameside
Council.
Intended for all the community, Signal will look at events
and issues, stories and reunions, work in businesses and in
the community, as part of the Armed Forces Covenant in the
Borough.
Tameside was one of the first Local Authorities to sign the
Armed Forces Covenant in June 2012. Since then there has
been steady Armed Forces Covenant development within
the Borough, specifically within Cultural Engagement and
Education, Employability and Skills and partnerships with the
voluntary sector. The recent formation of Tameside Armed
Forces Services Community Group (TASC) working alongside
the Council to support veterans and ex-service personnel, will
facilitate communication through the newsletter and a new
TASC website www.tamesideasc.org.uk
On 9 April the Tameside branch of the Veterans Breakfast Club
at the Bridge View Café, Portland Basin was launched, the
Veterans Breakfast Club initiative is a worldwide offer and has
already created wide interest in our ex-service community.
With future meetings planned for 14 May and 11 June.
In recent months the Ministry of Defence have awarded
Tameside a second Covenant grant which will be delivered
by the Councils Cultural Services department with veterans
representing Tameside in June at Manchester Day Parade.
Since Tameside’s partnership with the National Theatre and
WarHorse the Borough has certificated over 3000 children with
Arts Awards focussing on Tameside’s rich military history. Our
brand new Veterans In Schools programme launched in March
this year is going from strength to strength.
On Saturday 25 June the Borough will once again be
celebrating Armed Forces Day with the support of the MOD,
Tameside has been part of this key national celebration since
its inception.
Currently a group of veterans from Tameside are creating an
advocacy publication for the Borough to support ex-service
personnel either resettling or living in Tameside, this will be
ready towards the end of the year. A Veterans employment
programme within the Employability and Skills area is proving
very successful.

There are a range of trips and excursions planned
for 2016 and details can be found by visiting www.
tamesideasc.org.uk or by calling 0161 342 4144 and
registering for regular email updates.

The Tameside Plan
“Conflict and Consequence”
The aims of the Armed Forces Covenant are to:
• e
 ncourage local communities to support the Armed
Forces community in their areas
• nurture public understanding and awareness amongst
the public of issues affecting the Armed Forces
community
• recognise and remember the sacrifices faced by the
Armed Forces Community
• encourage activities which help to integrate the
Armed Forces Community into local life
• to encourage the Armed Forces Community to help
and support the wider community, whether through
participation in events and joint projects, or other
forms of engagement
The idea of conflict and consequence is that conflict
does always have consequences. On our economy;
our families; personal tragedy and triumph; the acts of
remembrance; the understanding of history and our
place in it.
The Armed Services have an active place in the
community. Those going to service are starting a new
life and those coming out of the services may need our
support or just an introduction to their neighbourhood.
The Covenant places them at the heart of what we
do in our locality and provides that those delivering
services should not disadvantage them. We should be
welcoming and positive in our approach to the issues
facing some returning with difficulties and encouraging
to those who wish to contribute their skills and
knowledge to local community life.
For the Councils information on the Covenant go to
www.tameside.gov.uk/armedforcescovenant
This issue of Signal has been kindly sponsored by
Providence Furniture

Local Studies
and Archives
Cemetery gates open
a diverse historical
microcosm
A TRIO of military graves stand in the
grounds of St Stephen’s Church, Guide
Bridge. All are pointers to the diversity
Tameside now embraces.

Second Lieutenant John R H Liddell

t)
(left) and A/C.W.2 Doris Layland (righ

THE north west area Armed Forces Covenant Conference was held at
Fulwood Barracks of 2nd March. The event brought representatives
from around the region, from local authorities and groups active in
supporting the armed services.
The conference was hosted by 42 Infantry Brigade and Headquarters
NW, with Keynote speaker Major General Nugee, Assistant Chief of the
Defence Staff. His role focusses on staffing issues around the services and
covers the engagement with the community and organisations locally. He
spoke with insight and realistically about the successes of integration of
servicemen and women, but also the issues, some severe, which affects
what he described as a minority of leavers. Having said that he was keen
to point out that local authorities and others had made major steps
forward in this area.
Many problems facing people, both serving and ex, are the rules which
make life more difficult and sometimes more expensive for the services
community. This ranged from lack of credit rating, to phone contracts, to
health provision to housing charges. All these served to provide barriers
and removal of them would create the “level playing field” that the
Covenant aspired to.
He is keen to both increase business commitment to the Covenant and to
see wider spread of reservists across more business types and sizes.

Audenshaw man Private James Blagden
served with the Manchester Regiment
at Neuve Chapelle and Gallipoli. He
died of tuberculosis in October, 1917.
The condition was likely brought on by
exposure to gas.
In November, 1917, Second Lieutenant
John Robert Hugh Liddell of the South
African army was killed attempting to land
a plane in fog while training to become a
Royal Flying Corps pilot.
Aircraftwoman 2nd Class Doris Leyland
of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force died
after illness on 1 May, 1942. She served
with 914 barrage balloon section – a unit
initially considered too arduous for women.
However, as the war progressed, social
conventions faded.
At a time when women found
opportunities limited, Doris was a role
model for future generations.
All three graves show us that during times
of need people can unite to defy the odds
and break convention, regardless of gender
or race.
To find out more, contact Tameside Local
Studies Centre, Ashton, on 0161 342 4242
– open 10am to 5pm Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, and 10am to 1pm Saturday.
www.tameside.gov.uk/localstudies

The conference illustrated the great and often pioneering work being
done to provide innovative services, create educational opportunities and
bring communities together.

To find out more about the Armed Forces Covenant please visit:
www.gov.uk/government/policies/armed-forces-covenant and www.tameside.gov.uk/armedforcescovenant
For Tameside Council: Covenant@tameside.gov.uk / www.tameside.gov.uk/armedforcescovenant / 0161342 4144
For Tameside Armed Forces Services Community: www.tamesideasc.org.uk / info@tamesideasc.org.uk

Reach for the Stars
VETERANS and ex service personnel as well as local
community groups will be at the centre of an exciting
new creative project being led by Tameside Council
Cultural Services.
The project follows a second successful bid for funding to
the Armed Forces Covenant Small Grants Scheme - which
is managed by the Ministry of Defence – and will see
participants building costumes and structures during a series
of workshops and taking part in the spectacular Manchester
Day Parade on 19 June 2016.
The flagship event, now in its sixth year, involves over 2,500
performers and artists from local communities bringing
Manchester city centre to life in a fantastic display of colour,

Your Stories
Do you have a personal story to tell?
Do you know someone who could be
featured here?
The story can be about ex servicemen
and women, those involved in
fundraising, working on veteran’s stories
or heritage projects. We could highlight
the activities of a business around
reservists or what a community group
has achieved. If it fits with supporting
the Covenant, please get in touch. And
don’t worry about writing it down we
can help with that.

sound and movement to celebrate creativity and diversity
across the region. An audience of more than 70,000 are
expected to be wowed by the incredible day of amazing
structures, vibrant costumes and pulsating music and dance.
Cultural Services are looking for Tameside veterans and ex
services families as well as community groups who would
like to take part.

If you would like to get involved or find out more email
events@tameside.gov.uk or call 0161 342 4144.

Join the Freedom Trail Treck
WANT to try some fund-raising with a difference? Join the Royal British
Legion on the Freedom Trail (September 19 to 25) - a Second World War
escape route from occupied France and over the Pyrenees into Spain. There
are 25 places on offer. For fees and more information visit
www.discoveradventure.com/challenges/the-freedom-trail

Email covenant@tameside.gov.uk

Calling all Gunners
Tom, ex Royal Artillery is looking to meet
up for a chat and a brew with anyone who
served as a gunner – to be put in contact
with Tom please call 0161 342 4144

Did you know...

you can borrow objects from Tameside Museums and Galleries?

MANY of the ‘Museum in a Box’ loan boxes have recently been revamped, and are now packed with new objects, information
and ideas for activities. The boxes are ideal for use in schools, care homes, hospitals, community groups or even just for using
at home for reminiscing with family and friends. There are a wide variety of themes, including ‘First World War’, ‘Remembrance’,
‘Soldiers Souvenirs’ and ‘Home Front’. More details can be found on our website.
www.tameside.gov.uk/museumsgalleries/loan
There is a small charge to borrow the boxes. Call 0161 343 2878 to book a box.

Engineering Course
AS part of its commitment to supporting
ex-forces personnel, Tameside Council
has partnered with the Hyde Group to
set up an accredited engineering training
programme where it fully subsidises all
fees.

Have you come out of the forces?
Are you looking to get back into employment?
Tameside Council understands that it can be difficult changing
from a career in the forces to another role in civilian life.
Tameside Council is offering to help find you a six month
employment opportunity or work placement with ongoing
training and transition support.
This is only available to ex-forces individuals living in
Tameside.
Register your interest today: www.tameside.gov.uk/
TamesideJobsPledges
Or contact us: employmentandskills@tameside.gov.uk
0161 342 3629

Cadets
Stalybridge Detachment is part of No 2 Kohima Company which has
Army cadet units throughout the Tameside and Oldham Borough. We
belong to the larger unit of Greater Manchester Army Cadet Force.
The cadets take part in many challenging activities including skill at
arms, first aid, fieldcraft and the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme. They
parade on a Tuesday and Thursday night from 7:30pm to 9:30pm inside
a hut on Luzley Road, Stalybridge SK15 1AD.
The detachment has been a beacon within the Stalybridge community
since the 1950’s with many of the cadets going on to serve in the British
Army including Kingsman Sean Dawson who sadly lost his life in 2010
whilst on operations in Afghanistan with the 2nd Battalion Duke of
Lancaster Regiment. In memory of Kingsman Dawson the cadets came
up with an idea to have a memorial in his honour within the grounds of
the detachment.
The staff assisted the cadets with this project and throughout 2014/15
cadets from the detachment spent many weekends fund raising via

The course runs in the spring, so
keep checking our website for
further details: www.tameside.
gov.uk/TamesideJobsPledges/
JobsForArmedForces
Supportability plays a vital role in every type
of engineering and is involved in all stages,
from product design and development, to
maintenance and remediation.
It is responsible for creating, assimilating and
conveying technical material in a concise
and effective manner, vital to the safe and
effective operation and maintenance of
products.
Supportability is quickly growing in
importance which means skills shortages
exist. It is extremely likely there will be future
employment opportunities, particularly in
the nuclear, aerospace and rail fields.
As ex-forces personnel you will have
transferable skills that allow you to take
advantage of this new career-development
opportunity. You don’t have to be an expert
- basic understanding, awareness and
experience will help.
If you live in Tameside and would like
more information, contact the council’s
employment and skills team on 0161 342
5138 or e-mail: employmentandskills@
tameside.gov.uk
different activities including bag packing in local
super markets and approaching local businesses
for donations. They also spent time landscaping
the grounds within the detachment to prepare for
memorial.
On Remembrance day in 2015 the memorial was
unveiled to Kingsman Dawson’s family in a service
held at the detachment attended by members
from the Royal British Legion, local councillors,
MP’s and various other dignitaries including ex
cadet Private Ashley Hope who is currently serving
with the Mercian Regiment.
Other achievements in 2015 include many of the
cadets taking part in both Regional and National
sporting events with some picking up gold medals
in cross country and a trip in both a Sea king and
Merlin helicopter around the British coast.
For more information on the army cadets please
visit the website www.manchesterarmycadets.com

Dates for your diaryday
25 June

Saturday 7 April
Veterans Breakfast Club, Bridge View Café Portland Basin
10am
Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 May
Building Event for Reach for the Stars Armoury
Saturday 14 May
Veterans Breakfast Club, Bridge View Café Portland Basin
10am
Wednesday 18 May
Veterans Visit to the Halle at the Bridgewater Hall 12 noon
Saturday 11 June
Veterans Breakfast Club, Bridge View Café Portland Basin
Sunday 19 June
Manchester Day Parade

Armed Forces Day

Saturday 25 June
Armed Forces Day
Armed Forces Day is the opportunity to say thank you
to the serving personnel, Reservists and Veterans and
recognise their contributions. The event highlights the
contributions that Service personnel make and Veterans
made to the defence of the realm and to their local
community. Tameside will celebrate Armed Forces Day
2016 which will be held in Victoria Park, Denton.
Friday 1 July
Somme Anniversary Concert, Heaton Park, Manchester
Saturday 23 July
Sunderland Air Show
If you are a veteran or ex-service and would be interested in
attending one of these events please contact 0161 342 4144

Guardsman Tony Downes House opened
GUARDSMAN Tony Downes House, the new Greater
Manchester Pension Fund headquarters, was officially
opened on 2 October by Cllr Kieran Quinn, executive
leader of Tameside Council and the fund’s chair.

is in Droylsden and Tony was always proud of his Droylsden
roots. Even though he died in 2007 we still miss him deeply. It
helps us to know that he hasn’t been forgotten and is held in
high regard.”

The Manchester Road, Droylsden, building has been
named in honour of a 20-year-old soldier who was killed in
Helmand province, Afghanistan, while serving with the 1st
Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Cllr Quinn added: “It gives me immense pride that the new
GMPF headquarters bears Tony’s name because whatever
other offices I hold I am first and foremost a councillor for
Droylsden East.

Tony’s parents, Sheryl and Ronnie Downes are licensees of
the Kings Head pub on Market Street, Droylsden.

“It is important to remember that Tony wasn’t Tameside’s only
casualty in recent conflicts. Our borough lost six soldiers in
Afghanistan and Iraq. By honouring the one, we honour them
all.”

Sheryl said: “Ronnie and I are deeply touched by the decision
to name the pension fund’s new HQ after our son. The building

“Veterans in Schools” is a programme
developed by Tameside Council’s cultural
services team and the Royal British
Legion to allow veterans to share their
experiences with pupils of all ages.
From single class visits to school assemblies
or small groups, these sessions provide a
way for young people to learn about history
from people who were there. They can also
discover how the armed services fit into our
community and national heritage.
Tameside Council Cultural Services offer
a range of support for military heritage in
schools.

Picture this!
Ex serviceman Jamie Rowland served in the
1st Battalion the Cheshire regiment from
1993 to 2004. He served in Northern Ireland
for 3 ½ years, plus the USA, Canada, Kenya,
Cyprus and Jordan.
Says Jamie, from Denton, “I enjoyed my
service career, serving with some great
mates, some of whom I still see”.
But I left suffering from PTSD, which left
me without any focus and direction. It was
a bad spell and it can be long lasting, but I
took to photography as a therapy and it got
a hold on me!.
Jamie now works as a self employed
professional photographer, with
membership of the Royal Photographic
Society as part of his credentials. He recently
exhibited with the North West branch of the
RPS as one of a very highly talented group
here in the region.
Jamie is a keen motorcyclist and advocate
of the Veterans Breakfast Club, which he
is helping to set up in the café at Portland
Basin.
jamie@manicmancphotograpy.co.uk

Fame at Last!
Wilf Wood went to war in 1942, as
a Boy Sailor. At only 16 1/2 years
old he was too young for active
service. Originally from Ardwick,
he gave up his apprenticeship in
painting and decorating to join
the Royal Navy.
After training at HMS Ganges
and various postings he was
at Plymouth in August 1944,
when fate took a hand. A
seaman on board the Destroyer
HMS Fame fell sick. Wilf was
posted to Fame and 24 hours
later they were escorting the
Battleship HMS Warspite to
France. This capital ship had seen
service in WW1 at the Battle of
Jutland, but her 15inch guns
had tremendous hitting power
and she had supported the
Normandy landings in June. This
time the Americans requested
she bombard gun batteries near
Brest.
They anchored with Fame as the
cover for enemy submarines. Wilf
remembers that the mission had
both humour and real danger.
He says “there was a Frenchman
in a small boat out fishing. When

Warspite
opened fire the massive blast sent
the man heading for shore. I have
never seen anyone row as fast”.
But then a big German railway
gun got their range. The shells
burst in the sea nearby. “We were
told to take cover behind the
depth charges; whilst shrapnel hit
the ship’s side. We made smoke to
cover the withdrawal and got out
safely”. Depth charges contained
300lbs of explosive. Some cover!
Wilf later served in the Far East
on HMS Newcastle and left the
Navy in 1946. He got the City and
Guilds he had left behind and
finally retired from Manchester
Direct works as a foreman. Now
90, he lives in Droylsden and
likes a beer with his mates at his
local or at Droylsden Royal Naval
Association.

Jack Millin is back at school!
Dowson Primary School children met him
recently as part of the” Veterans in Schools”
project from Tameside Cultural Services.
Jack was a Wireless Operator/Air Gunner in
World War 2, when he flew with 12 Squadron, 3
Wing, South African Air Force on operations from
Jesi in northern Italy in 1944-45. Their aircraft
were the Martin B26 Marauder medium bombers
and they attacked targets in support of the 8th
Army pushing north through Italy.
The 12th was part of the original “Desert Air Force” and Jack was the only
British crew member on their 6 crew aircraft.
Jack, originally from Waterloo in Ashton, returned to the family business
there after the war and now lives in Stalybridge. He is the President of the
Manchester Aircrew Association and is really enthusiastic for education
about this period of history.
Seen here with children during a question and answer session at the
school, the youngsters got to hear of Jack’s experiences. The visit drew
fantastic comments and thanks from teachers and children alike.

Arts Award
ONE of Tameside Cultural Services’ key activities in
recent years has been to help children and young
people aged five to 25 achieve Arts Award, a nationally
recognised qualification administered by Trinity House.

Arts Award log “A Local Hero” which had its roots in the
borough and included items relating to war memorials,
symbolism, and creative writing activities linked to the
marching song “Tipperary” which was written in Stalybridge.

It reflects many different interests and ambitions, respects
individual development, and helps young people to define
their creative futures, develop leadership skills and, most
importantly, enjoy the arts.

So far, we have had achieved around 2,600 Arts Awards,
at both Discover and Explore level, using not only “A
Local Hero” but also the complementary logs “Denton
Remembers”, “Private Peaceful”, “War Horse”, “Bantams” and
“The Future of Remembrance”.

To reflect Tameside’s rich military heritage, and the First
World War centenary, Cultural Services created a bespoke

A THOUGHT provoking performance of “Private Peaceful”
was the basis for an Arts Award Discover log completed by 12
Tameside primary schools.
INSPIRED by the National Theatre’s production of
“War Horse”, 70 Tameside children created their
own piece of theatre called “Over the Wall”. It
was seen by 250 people and all the youngsters
achieved their Arts Award Explore.

Scamp Theatre and Fiery Angels’ production of Simon Reade’s
play took place at Manchester Opera House. It is based on a
Michael Morpurgo children’s novel and the youngsters were held
throughout by actor Paul Chequer’s extremely powerful and
poignant one-man performance.

A teacher commented: “It was a truly amazing
experience for children and staff. It added so much to
the Year 6 experience and made memories for life.”

Afterwards teachers spoke of the many questions they had to
field and the difficult discussions that ensued. However, they
added that the subject matter has been made more powerful
and accessible by Arts Award.

There was a War Horse element to the Armed Forces
Day celebrations in Denton, too. Thanks to Tameside
Cultural Services’ close relationship with the NT and
the Lowry Joey the War Horse put in an appearance.
This lifelike creation, built by the Handspring Puppet
Company, was the highlight of the day.
The event also featured a stunning poppy tree made
with items knitted and crocheted by members of the
public. Several serving soldiers were presented with
medals.
Armed Forces Day, which was staged in association
with 103 Regiment Royal Artillery, was a huge
success allowing service personnel old and new,
organisations, charities and members of the wider
community to meet and enjoy family entertainment.
A short remembrance service paid tribute to the
fallen.
In additions, a group of Tameside scouts and
veterans travelled to the National Memorial
Arboretum at Alrewas, Staffordshire. After a moving
tour they laid a wreath on behalf of the people of
Tameside.

The theatre visit was enriched by the presence of the council’s
own Tommy Atkins, a costumed interpreter who stages Tameside
Cultural Services’ Meet Tommy Atkins – a First World War Soldier
living history workshops.
MORE than 500 primary school children achieved their Arts Award
thanks to Tameside Cultural Services’ partnership with the National
Theatre and The Lowry.
Council staff created a bespoke log to complement the National
Theatre’s production of “War Horse” and a variety of arts workshops
relating to the theme were staged in schools. These included both
performance and visual arts and pupils enjoyed working with
professional artists.
The highlight of the Arts Award project was taking the youngsters
to see “War Horse” at Salford Quays, giving them the opportunity to
see a high-profile performance by an acclaimed and internationally
recognised company.
Based on Michael Morpurgo children’s book, “War Horse” tells the
story of Joey, a Devon farm horse which gets taken to the battlefields
of France but makes it safely back home.

The fallen of the great war
1914 – 1918 and World
War 2 1939-45
In 1919 it was decided to erect a War Memorial in
Stalybridge Town Centre at an estimated cost of £4,200.
Within a few weeks following a public appeal, £6,000 was
subscribed. It recorded the names and regiments of 628
Stalybridge servicemen who gave their lives.
The Memorial was unveiled and dedicated on November
6th 1921. Nearly 24,000 people attended the unveiling,
a figure nearly equal to the post war population of
Stalybridge.
The cost of the WW2 extension was £2,400 and was
unveiling by Mrs. Gertrude Monday, who sadly lost her
husband in WW1 and her son in WW2.

413th Manchester
(Fallowfield Moravian)
Scouts visit the Menin
Gate

Names have been added over the years bringing the
current total from both wars to 790. However, whilst
researching her family history, Stalybridge author
Kate Booth identified 300 men who had been killed in
WW1 but their names had not been recorded on the
Stalybridge War Memorial.

YPRES was the site of
three major battles in the
First World War. When the
413th Moravian Scouts
announced their intention
to visit the Belgian town,
Tameside Cultural Services
worked with them to
supply a “Local Hero” Arts
Award log to support the
trip.

Kate Booth’s book lists all 300 missing names. On 21st
July 2007 Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council
unveiled a ‘Book of Remembrance’ commemorating all
the names and placed it on display in the Stalybridge
Civic Hall.

After discussions about the
route, and the important
elements each scout
wanted to cover, bespoke
teaching resources were

The missing men of stalybridge

provided to complement
the log and assist with
research. These included
information about the
graves of Manchester
Regiment troops.
The group’s whistle-stop
tour took them from
Ypres to the Menin Gate
which bears the names of
almost 55,000 British and
Commonwealth soldiers
who fell but have no known
grave.
All the scouts were
engaged in the log, which
must be completed by
November to qualify for
Arts Award Discover.

Friends of Stalybridge war memorial
In 2014 a group led by The Royal British Legion was
formed to raise approximately £100,000 to design and
build an extension adjacent to the current memorial
to accommodate the 300 missing names. This roughly
equates to £300 a name. Lord Pendry of Stalybridge
agreed to be Patron of the group and Mr. Charles
Meredith MBE JP, President.
Because the existing War Memorial is a Grade II* Listed
Building, nothing can be attached to it, therefore, a
separate structure in a similar style and material will have
to be created.
Donations to ‘Friends of Stalybridge War Memorial’
(FOSWM).
Further information can be obtained from the Chairman,
Peter Edwards Tel: 0161 366 6184 (W) or the Secretary.

Holocaust
Memorial Day 2016
Button Project.
PUPILS from special schools
across Tameside have contributed
to this poignant Holocaust
Memorial Sculpture.The artwork,
named ‘A Child to a Child’, depicts
a candle and has been made in
memory of the child survivors
of the holocaust. It includes
hundreds of tags with the names
of Tameside pupils as well of the
identity numbers of children
who survived the holocaust.
The scupture, created at Thomas
Ashton School, will be exhibited
at the other special schools across
the borough, where pupils will
be able to add their own identity
tags.

