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Welcome to this the sixth edition of Signal for Autumn
2018.
Since our Spring edition we have had plenty going on,
including some major achievements which have included
Tameside Council being awarded Silver Employer Status
and a further award from the Royal British Legion for
Services to the Armed Forces Community both of which we
were thrilled to have received.
The launch of Moving Forces our Sport England funded
project was also held in early September supported by the
Civic Mayor Cllr Denise Ward and TMBC’s Chief Executive,
Steven Pleasant. There are some amazing activities
planned for the Moving Forces project and we hope that
you will take an active part in the activities that appeal to
you.
Just prior to going to print with Signal we were honoured
to arrange the opening of Cpl Harvey Holmes Way in
Newton, Hyde. Harvey served with both the Cheshire and
Mercian regiments and the afternoon was a fitting tribute
with many of Harvey’s family and friends in attendance.
As we move forward into the Autumn we have a number of
exciting plans around the First World War Centenary some
of which include community engagement, our Veterans
in Schools and Veterans in the Community programmes
continue to flourish and we are thrilled that around 6000
children in Tameside have now achieved Arts Award
Discover by completing the Local Hero Log and with a
Royal British Legion Log and a Covenant log in the pipeline
we are building on our community engagement daily.
Thanks to our sponsors for this edition Active Tameside, we
are always very grateful for the generosity of our sponsors
and are always on the lookout for sponsors and support
for future editions which costs in the region of £300, if you
know of someone who can help us in this way we would
love to hear from you.
We have lots of exciting projects in the pipeline, so please
read your copy of Signal thoroughly and contact us if there
is something you would like to know more about or get
involved with.
On a final note many thanks to the contributors of this
edition of Signal, if you have an article for the Spring
edition please send it over to us at
covenant@tameside.gov.uk no later than January 10th.
TASC is a free membership and is open to those who are
Serving, Reservists, Veterans and their Families. Anybody
who would like to join TASC please email
covenant@tameside.gov.uk or telephone 0161 3424080 or
through facebook “Tameside Armed Services Community”.
Businesses are also welcome to speak to us about the
Armed Forces Covenant.

Sponsor
“Active Tameside is a not for profit registered charity,
established for public benefit, primarily for the
community of Tameside and surrounding areas.
Our aim is to provide value for money services in all areas
in which we operate, by investing every penny we make
back into our local communities, to make them a better
place to live.
Active Tameside is committed to supporting local people
of all ages and backgrounds to lead healthy, active
lifestyles. We operate an inclusive approach, providing
opportunities for all and we openly value diversity so that
everyone can enjoy the benefits of participating in lifestyle,
sport and leisure activities.
High quality accessible services for Tameside’s population
simultaneously providing opportunity for education,
employment, respite using activity/sport as the
engagement tool for healthy lifestyle interventions,
development of life skills, independence.
“Everybody Can” programmes delivers a range of services
to young people and adults with a disability/additional
needs, removing barriers to enable all access to activities,
allowing all clients to reach their potential, improving
health and wellbeing, independence whilst engaging in
activities within their local community in Active Centres
Programmes includes Adult social Care, community
disability sports clubs, community outreach support,
Holiday camps and bespoke membership packages.
Designed/developed by a multi-agency and stakeholder
approach through constraints on the public purse. We
work with Tameside’s most in needs groups across the
borough including looked after children , delivering free
community sports programme in areas of depravation,
bespoke alternative provision, employability and
internship programmes.
“Everybody Can” –Services for all, removing barriers that
enable everyone is given a chance to reach their potential.
The service fundamentally changes lives either for
individuals or for families by transforming the conventional
leisure and service offer into a vehicle to address the social
care time bomb”.

Project Peace
Bell 2018
The Scout Leaders and Scouts of the 3rd
Ashton-under-Lyne Scout Group have taken
their first steps in their Peace Bell 2018
project. The scouts of the group under the
supervision of their leaders have created a
Remembrance Plot in the grounds of St. James
Parish Church in Ashton-under-Lyne.
In the photograph the scouts are seen with two
of their leaders Eric Dundavan and Sarah Peevers
planting poppies, which have been grown from
seed which was sourced in the fields of Flanders.
The purchasing of the Poppies meant that a
donation was made to the Royal British Legion to
help them in their work with ex-servicemen
and women.
The Remembrance Plot is to honour the fallen
of the parish who went forth to do their duty
for their country and didn’t return, it also very
importantly commemorates the centenary of the
coming of peace in November 1918.
The group would also like to think, that the
Remembrance plot is not only for the men of St.
James parish but also to remember all the fallen
who went forth, did their duty and didn’t return.
Tina Howarth Group Scout Leader expresses her
thanks to the scouts and leaders of the group
who worked hard to prepare the Remembrance
plot and to complete the first part of the Peace
Bell 2018 project, the group is now looking
forward to the completion on Remembrance
Sunday of this year.
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Upcoming
events
Thursday 1 – Sunday 11 November

11 Days of Remembrance

All across the borough mini memorials will take
place in the 11 days leading up to Remembrance
Day. From hidden toy soldiers to a moving tribute
of 100 poppies, doves of peace and silent soldier
silhouettes, look out for a surprising tribute appearing
near you.

Wednesday 7 November

North West Film Archives Presents:
The First World War – Life on the Home
Front in North West England

A film presentation
2pm - 3pm at Local Studies and Archives Centre,
Old Street, Ashton-u-Lyne. OL6 7SG

Monday 26 November

Pack Up Your Troubles - Rebooted

The true stories of the families of soldiers from Ashton
Grammar School who lost their lives during the First World
War are told in this promenade theatre performance.
Starring performing arts students of Ashton Sixth Form
College, written and produced by 2 Boards & A Passion
Theatre Company.
Showtimes 1.30pm, 2.30pm, 3.30pm, 4.30pm then
6.30pm and 7.30pm
Portland Basin Museum, Portland Place, OL7 0QA
Tickets; places are free but very limited
Online Box Office: www.ticketsource.co.uk/tamesidembc or call 0161 342 4144

Tameside Wins Silver for
Armed Forces Commitment
TAMESIDE Council been selected for the Armed Forces
Covenant Employer Recognition Scheme’s Silver Award.
This recognises the excellent progress the authority’s
Armed Forces Covenant Team has made in developing
pathways for tackling service-personnel issues and
actively communicating its status as a services-friendly
organisation.
Tameside was nominated
by the Ministry of
Defence and is one of
only a small number of
councils to have received
the award at silver level.
The Employer
Recognition Scheme (ERS)
was launched in 2014
to recognise employer
support for the wider
principles of the Armed
Forces Covenant.
ERS encompasses bronze,
silver and gold awards
for employers that
pledge, demonstrate
or advocate support to
defence and the armed
forces community. This
includes reservists;
service-leavers; veterans;
the wounded, injured
and sick; cadets; military
spouses or partners and
their families.
Cllr Brenda Warrington,
Executive Leader of
Tameside Council,
commented:
“When we signed the
Armed Forces Covenant
in 2012, we made a public
and official demonstration
of support to all those
people who are serving, or
have served our country
by being members of the
armed forces. “As a council, we are determined that they
should not suffer any disadvantage in comparison with
civilians. By winning the ERS Silver Award I hope we have
proved that we are making good on that commitment. “I
would like to thank everyone that has worked so hard to
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make this happen, including the Tameside Armed Services
Community.”
Lt Gen Richard Nugee, chief of defence (people), said:
“All silver award winners have demonstrated a considered
commitment to the armed forces community, whether
through human resources policies which support serving
reservists and cadet force adult volunteers, employment
schemes for serviceleavers, flexible leave
for service spouses and
partners, or direct support
to the veteran community.
“Silver award winners
ensure that the men and
women who serve and
have served our nation are
treated fairly.”
The award will be
presented in November
at a ceremony hosted
by North West Reserve
Forces and Cadet
Association.
In Tameside, support is
supplied through the
Armed Forces Covenant
in many ways including
education and family
well-being, having a
home, starting a new
career and access to
healthcare.
Service personnel, past
and present, are also
encouraged to get
involved in projects such
as Armed Forces Day
and the bee flowerbed
in Hyde Park, Hyde,
which commemorates
all those affected by the
Manchester Arena attack
in 2017.
Much of this community
work is led by the
Tameside Armed Services Community (TASC) which
provides the face of the covenant throughout the borough.
Tameside Council actively encourages businesses and
organisations to support and promote the covenant.
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The Hyde War Memorial Trust:
The 710 Men of Hyde 1914 – 1921
As we draw nearer towards the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War One, we will be joining together as a
Nation to remember those who gave their lives for our freedoms today. Thoughts will also be focusing on the
people from our local communities, whose names adorn the War Memorials in our churches, towns and villages.
As well as the numerous white Portland headstone of the Commonwealth War Graves, marking the final resting
place of those who made it back home, before sadly passing away. Providing their relatives and descendants with
a place to remember and reflect upon the life of their loved one.
However the majority of people who died during World War One never reached home again, with many being buried
overseas, unless they went missing, presumed dead, a corner of a foreign field that is forever England. Many relatives and
friends were left behind to live their lives, without a place to mourn and remember. With the impact of World War One
being so great, that is why War Memorials were constructed.
One of the largest in Tameside today is Werneth Low near Hyde, with its recognisable Cenotaph looking over the area. In
1920 the War Memorial Committee of Hyde Borough Council wanted to build a Memorial to the memory of the men of
the Borough of Hyde who died between 1914 and 1921, and help to raise money for the relatives left behind. By May
1920, over £14,000 had been raised through donations alone. The money was used to erect a Cenotaph, create a fund
for the Education of the children of the fallen, construct Aspland Maternity Home, many people living today in Tameside
were born there, purchase Lower Higham Farm to use its land for public recreation, and finally pay for the maintenance of
the Cenotaph and a wreath to be placed on the memorial every Peace Day and Armistice Sunday.
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As donations were given, names of 710 of the fallen from the Borough of Hyde were collected. These men were linked to
Hyde in several ways, whether they were born, enlisted, married, lived, worked, visited, had relatives, or were just buried
in the Borough. The majority were from the Hyde area, but many were from elsewhere in the United Kingdom, or from
overseas. The furthest men came all the way from Australia. So in truth the effects of The Great War reached further
beyond the Borough.
The names of the fallen were correct right up till 1921, due to some deaths still occurring being caused by the effects of
the War. The whole of Werneth Low and the Cenotaph was dedicated as a War Memorial On June 25th 1921 during a
special unveiled ceremony, and would provide a place of recreation and remembrance forever, for everyone. Today we
still use Werenth Low as a place of remembrance and recreation, though we remember all those lost in all conflicts.
On November 11th 2018 at 12pm a special service will be taking place at Werneth Low Cenotaph marking the 100th
Anniversary of The Armistice, and to remember the 710 men of Hyde 1914 – 1921. But who were the 710 Men of Hyde?
You can find out for yourself by visiting Werneth Low Visitors Centre, open on Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday 1pm – 4pm,
where the records of the men are on permanent display. You can also read each of the men’s stories online on a specially
dedicated website to the Hyde War Memorial Trust at www.hwmt.org, and then join the Facebook Group: Hyde War
Memorial Trust: The 710 Men of Hyde 1914 – 1921.
This anniversary year the Trust’s Archivist and Researcher Lauren Jaye Gradwell, has been updating the information files
on each of the 710 Men, and the project will continue into the future. If you are a relative of any of the men, you have
photographs or information you would like to share, you can contact Lauren on hwmtarchives1921@yahoo.co.uk.

Horticulture Program Project Outline
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TASC are keen to develop a community based
horticulture project to engage of members of the
Armed Forces Community and the wider community
there being no similar facility in the Borough at
present.
This is timely and sits comfortably alongside the Sport
England project “Moving Forces” we are currently
delivering with Greater Sport and the campaign for Health
and Wellbeing through GP Practices in Tameside.
Target audience for the Moving Forces programme are
ex-service personnel with one or more of the following life
challenges:
• Those with mental health problems or those at risk of
developing them.
• Those at risk of/affected by drug and/or alcohol abuse
or dependency.
• Those at risk of isolation or already isolated.
As an organisation, Tameside Armed Services Community
(TASC) deals with ex-service personnel and offers support
to ex-service personnel who face these difficulties each
day. We also offer a programme of activities and events.
TASC is open to all ex-service personnel and currently
supports ex-service individuals aged 18 up to 110. The
focus of the programme is to support ex-service personnel
who have recently transitioned from serving to civilian life.
Almost half of all individuals who leave military service are
under 25 years of age with many of the remainder aged
less than 35 years old.
89.5% of ex-service personnel are male, the Royal British
Legion statistics state “Working age veterans in the UK
are nearly twice as likely to be unemployed as their civilian
contemporaries (Deployment to Employment, RBL 2016).”

B e f o re

There are currently up to 7500 ex-service personnel
living in Tameside. Since TASC was established just over
a year ago it has engaged with over 600 ex-service
personnel directly. TASC has works in partnership with
many organisations who also deal directly with ex-service
personnel in the area.
TASC will be working in conjunction with Sport England
to support Veterans into Horticulture, which is something
that veterans in our area have requested. This will enable
better wellbeing, less isolation and generally improve the
activeness of veterans in a great controlled area, which, will
also encourage the comradery that veterans are so used to.
The Project (in its infancy) is gaining legs with the land
now cleared, once the fencing is in place, it’ll really take
off. The pictures give a real idea of where this is up to. The
landscaping was completed by DB Nurseries.
And now that the landscaping is complete, funding
secured by TASC will enable the fencing to be erected
and the site to be finally secured. Supplied by Pete Garcia
Fabrications Ltd who are a well-established family of steel
fabricators who are based within the Tameside area (they
also work with DB Nurseries), and are suppliers to the
general public, companies, councils, hospital, schools,
building companies etc within the Greater Manchester,
Cheshire, Yorkshire and Derbyshire areas.
They are members of the Tameside Councils Trading
Standards Scheme ‘Buy with Confidence’ that has a strict
and rigid acceptance criteria, thus giving customers the
confidence they are dealing with a reputable and reliable
company.
Both DB Garden Nurseries and Pete Garcia Fabrications Ltd
have worked with TASC previously on the Manchester Bee
project following the Manchester Arena Attack.

After

DB Garden Nurseries
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DB Garden Nurseries is a well-established and well known garden nursery, and landscaping company in the
Hyde area. At DB Garden Nurseries our aim is to provide a reliable, professional and guaranteed service.
We are open 12 months of the year, Monday-Saturday 9.00am-5pm Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm.
If you are looking for a garden nursery or gardening services in Hyde and the surrounding area, look no further than DB
Garden Nurseries.
DB Garden Nurseries specialise in the following areas:
• Garden Nursery
• Gardening Service
• Plants
• Landscaping
• Superb Quality Christmas Trees and hand made wreaths
• available from 1st December.
• Prices for trees from just £25.00
Nursery Road
Hyde
Cheshire
SK14 4PD
Telephone: 01613 683008 or email: r.slate@sky.com

Pete Garcia Fabrications Ltd
Pete Garcia Fabrications Ltd Offer a free no obligation measuring and estimate service for Single Gates, Double
Gates, Tall Side Gates, Period gates, Window Grills, Railings, Security Grills, Anti bike barriers and Steel ramps.
They maintain a high level of service from site/survey visit through to the manufacture and fitting of the products. They
have experienced fitting teams to carry out the installations to your requirements. Shot blasting and galvanizing of steel
work can be provided upon request. All their products come with a twelve month guarantee and if you are unfortunate to
experience problems, we provide a speedy repair service.
Pete Garcia Fabrications Ltd
Unit 5, Clarendon Industrial Estate,
Clarendon Road, Hyde
Cheshire SK14 2EW
Phone: 0161 368 7080
E-mail : info@pgfabrications.com

Fallen War Hero has Hyde
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Street
Named in his Honour

A new Tameside street has been named in honour of a local soldier killed in action in Afghanistan.
The family and friends of Harvey Holmes gathered in Hyde on Tuesday 18 September to celebrate his life and formally
open Cpl Harvey Holmes Way. They were alongside Cllr Denise Ward, the Civic Mayor of Tameside, and Consort.
The street bearing Harvey Holmes’ name is a brand new road which is part of the St Mary’s Gardens development in Hyde
Newton built by Wain Homes. This road has been named under the council’s Honour Our Fallen pledge.
Cpl Harvey Holmes tragically lost his life in 2010 while investigating a compound explosion close to Patrol Base Waterloo,
Sangin, in Helmand Province.
In his five years with the Army, Cpl Harvey Holmes passed some of the most arduous courses on offer. He was a popular
and capable soldier whose talents had been recognised through promotion within his regiment.
He was enlisted in the 1st Battalion 22nd Cheshire regiment which later amalgamated into the first battalion the Mercian
regiment, he was attached to 40 Commando Royal Marines Battle Group, and had also served in Northern Ireland, Belize,
the Falkland Islands and Iraq.
When he died, Harvey Holmes was providing protection for his patrol as they investigated a compound east of Wishtan,
close to Checkpoint Chakaw. He had been deployed to Sangin in April 2010 along with his company.
He was 22 years old and from Hyde, attending Astley High School in Dukinfield. Harvey Holmes enlisted in the Army in
2004.
He shared his family’s passion for narrow boats, and before joining the Army was a keen member of the Scout Association.
Representatives from Tame Valley District were present at the opening.
Tameside has a long tradition of offering support to serving members and veterans of our Armed Forces.
In recent years, the Council has supported local armed forces personnel with employment and housing matters.
The formation of the Tameside Armed Services Community has also extended the help and advice available to those
returning to civvy street.
Cllr Brenda Warrington, Executive Leader of Tameside Council, said: “We are delighted to have worked with Harvey’s family
and Wain Homes to provide this fitting tribute in the naming and opening of a road in his honour. It’s especially poignant that
Harvey’s road is so close to the family home and St Mary’s Church, where Harvey spent his childhood”.

Walking with the Wounded
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In recent years the needs of veterans have become a paramount aspect of society. However, there has been
no direct support in place for family members. Walking With The Wounded are now providing a new service to
support family members of those that have served in Her Majesty’s Armed Forces. The service provided is the first
in the North West and the aim is to establish and maintain a relationship with family members and to focus on
their priority needs and issues.
Concerns surrounding mental health, domestic violence, finance & debt, housing, employment, education & training,
matters regarding children and any other matters will be addressed. The Family Support Worker’s role includes engaging
with family members, building a good rapport which will enable maximum support to be provided. A support plan will
be discussed and relevant avenues and referrals will be made to enable the family member to gain necessary support that
will improve family life and life within the community. The family support worker will make regular contact with the family
member making sure that they are receiving the relevant level of support required.
Family members can self-refer by contacting Victoria.squires@wwwt.org.uk – Mobile : 07776 685536 or by contacting
Walking With The Wounded Manchester Office – 0161 205 9287. A suitable place and time to meet the client will
be arranged and a support plan can be put in place ensuring that family members of ex-service personnel are fully
supported and are not dealing with issues alone.
TASC, Walking With The Wounded and GW Theatre are currently working collaboratively on a new and exciting project
aimed at providing support and guidance around low level mental health issues faced by many ex-service personnel. A
short two minute film is to be produced featuring the experiences of Tameside Veteran’s, this film will then be embedded
in to several websites designed to give advice and support to many.
GW Theatre are engaging with as many ex-service personnel as possible to gain a clear understanding of issues and life
challenges faced by veteran’s. If you would like to be involved in this initiative project by sharing your experiences with
us, please contact TASC at covenant@tameside.gov.uk.

WALKING WITH THE WOUNDED NORTH WEST
SOCIAL VALUE STATEMENT

164

FOR EVERY £1 SPENT

WWTW

DELIVERED

87

PEOPLE
ASSISTED INTO

TRAINING OR

EDUCATION

£4.33 WORTH OF
BENEFICIARIES SOCIAL VALUE SOCIAL VALUE OF

£233,699

SUPPORTED IN 2017

36

RUNNING COSTS
PEOPLE OF WWTW NW 2017
SUPPORTED

& ASSISTED
INTO PERMANENT HOUSING

£196,512

SOCIAL VALUE OF

£109,512

5

56

EMPLOYMENT

OUTCOMES

36 PEOPLE

REFERRED INTO HEAD START

SOCIAL VALUE OF

£31,752

TOTAL

FULL-TIME
MEMBERS SOCIAL VALUE OF SOCIAL VALUE OF
OF STAFF
£850,693

£404,583
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Tameside Armed Services Community, Tameside Borough Council
and GreaterSport have launched ‘Moving Forces’, a programme
which provides a wide range of sports and physical activities
for serving and ex-service personnel, whilst also providing
opportunities to meet and chat with fellow members of the armed
services community.
This is the beginning of a three year Sport England funded project
which will benefit the armed services community across Greater
Manchester and will see over £300,000 invested into this work.
The project will develop a programme of physical activity and sport
sessions to be delivered by partner organisations and community
The Civic Mayor of Tam
eside, Councillor Denise
Ward, tries her hand
at archery at the Movin
clubs. It aims to decrease social isolation among veterans and
g Forces launch event.
increase the amount of ex-service personnel engaging in physical
activity, particularly during transition into civilian life. Spanning over three years, the project will be
delivered as a pilot in Tameside for the first year, then expanding across Greater Manchester for the final two years.
Donations received at the 2016 Greater Manchester Sports Awards and 2016 North West Football Awards enabled
GreaterSport to pilot different opportunities for veterans throughout Greater Manchester. The learnings from these pilots,
as well as more recent input from members of TASC and the Tameside Armed Forces and Veterans Breakfast Club, have
been used to develop this exciting and pioneering project.
Armed Forces organisations such as The Royal British Legion, Combat Stress, Walking with the Wounded and the NHS
Military Veterans Service have pledged their support to the programme and were in attendance at the launch event at
Active Medlock on Thursday 13th September.
The Civic Mayor of Tameside, Councillor Denise Ward was in attendance, as well as several veterans from across Tameside
who took part in a number of activities including axe throwing, dance and climbing.
Running alongside the project will be a Manchester Metropolitan University funded PhD study which will involve
undertaking a qualitative evaluation to ensure all learnings are captured to influence future programmes aimed at
supporting ex-service personnel.

From left to right - Lt Cdr Lee Paddock, Steven Pleasant (Chief Exec of Tameside Council), Councillor Denise Ward (The Civic Mayor of Tameside), Councillor Frank Travis (TASC),
Councillor David McNally and Peter Carruthers (Development Officer for Moving Forces) at the launch of Moving Forces in Active Medlock’s ‘Sky High Adventure’ facility.

“Tameside Council, are delighted to be working in partnership with Greater Sport, Ministry of Defence and TASC in
bringing this innovative project to Tameside and Greater Manchester, the support of our Armed Forces Community
13
has always been important to us as a Borough. We are therefore delighted there is investment from Sport England to
enable us to work with partners to be able to do this in Tameside, and share our learnings across Greater Manchester and
nationally”
Steven Pleasant, Chief Exec of Tameside Council
“Whilst the physical health benefits of sport and physical activity are obviously hugely beneficial, we sometimes forget
about other benefits such as improving mental health, reducing drug and alcohol use and perhaps most importantly, the
power to bring people together. This is why Moving Forces has huge potential to help our armed forces community.”
Pete Carruthers, Development Officer (Armed Forces) GreaterSport

“Tameside Armed Services Community realise the importance of providing accessible and targeted support to our Armed
Forces Community and realise the positive benefits around combatting isolation and inactivity post service with sports
and recreational activities.”
Frank Travis, Board member at Tameside Armed Services Community
If you have served in the armed forces and would like to find out more about ‘Moving Forces’, including how you can get
involved, then please visit: www.movingforces.co.uk
Alternatively, you can contact the project development officer, Pete Carruthers, by phone or email:
Phone: 07734993560
Email: pete@movingforces.co.uk

Be Well Tameside can help YOU achieve this
by offering:

Be well
Tameside
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• One-to-one appointments
• Help to develop a personalised plan
• Regular contact and support to achieve
your goals

Being well is important to us all. We all want to feel
good, healthy and happy.

• Practical tips
• Information about local groups in your area
• Help to access services locally; e.g. mental

Are you wanting to;

health, debt, housing, volunteering etc...

Be SmokeFree

If you need support with anything else, we can assist
you to access other services.

Move more
drink less

Appointments are available at a number of venues
across Tameside.

eat well

Call us to make an appointment or for more
information: Tel: 0161 716 2000 or email:
bewelltameside@nhs.net

Manage Weight
sleep better
Stress less

Be Well Tameside

The Be Well service can support YOU to make those
small changes that can have big benefits to your
health and wellbeing.

@BeWellTameside

Be SmokeFree

eat well

Move more

Manage weight

drink less

sleep better
Stress less

Date of publication: March 2018 Reference: 5096 © Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust

We are an Armed
Forces Veteran friendly
accredited GP practice.
This means that we have a dedicated
clinician who has a specialist knowledge
of service related health conditions and
Veteran specific health services. This is
important in helping Veterans to get the
best care and treatment.
If you are a Veteran, please
let your GP know to help
ensure you are getting
the best possible care.

To find out
more, ask your
nurse or GP.

Tameside Armed Services
Community Heritage Project
Tameside Council was awarded a grant from the
Heritage Lottery Fund to run a heritage project
for Tameside Armed Services Community (TASC)
members with the Manchester Regiment archives
at Tameside Local Studies and Archives in Ashtonunder-Lyne to mark the centenary of the Armistice
in November 1918.
Veterans have spent time at Tameside Local Studies
and Archives learning how to use the archives.
Veterans chose to research and write about diaries,
maps, postcards and rolls of honour. The project has
also delivered training to veterans in blogging and
photography as well as a visit to the Imperial War
Museum and the Regimental Chapel at Manchester
Cathedral.
You can see the results of the project throughout
November on billboards around Tameside, online at
www.gmstories.org and in the exhibition display case
at Tameside Local Studies and Archives (Tameside
Central Library, 92 Old St, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 7SG
open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10am-5pm and
Saturday 10am-1pm).
All TASC members are warmly invited to a showcase
event where you can see the archives, get a bite to
eat and meet those involved in the project. The event
takes place at the AV Room, 1st Floor, Tameside Central
Library, Old St, Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 7SG on
Tuesday 27th November 2018 at 6 - 7:30pm.
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Tameside Veterans in Schools
and Veterans in Communities
Old soldiers – or indeed sailors and air personnel – all have a tale to tell. It could be about service life in general, the
rigours of National Service, or they might have been on the frontline in the Second World War or one of the post-1945
conflicts. “Veterans in Schools” is a programme which enables Tameside veterans to share their experiences with children
and young people of all ages. Visits can be organised to tie in with Remembrance Day, a particular anniversary, or to help
children study conflict. Alternatively a special event can be organised. From single class visits to school assemblies or
small groups, these sessions provide a way for young people to learn about history from people who were there. They can
also discover how the armed services fit into our community and national heritage.
Veterans come from all backgrounds and walks of life. They could be young or old, male or female. All, however, have a
wide range of personal experiences to share. All veterans have important stories and the Tameside Veterans in Schools
/ Veterans in Communities Programme is a great platform for oral history and community-based projects.” Tameside’s
highly acclaimed Arts Award Discover logs “A Local Hero”, “the RBL’s “Service not Self” and “The Armed Forces Covenant”
which allow youngsters to learn about the borough’s rich military heritage while achieving a nationally recognised
qualification. Additionally, there are opportunities to work with loan boxes covering the First World War, Second World
War Home Front and Conflict and Consequence.
Tameside Veterans in Schools and Veterans in Communities work solely with veterans who volunteer to support this. If
you’d like to volunteer and be part of these fantastic projects, offering whatever time you can give, then please let us
know. You’ll always be with someone who has a grasp of the project and no pressure at all on the time you give is pressed
upon. We value what young people learn and there are parts of history should never go untold, from the experiences of
Veterans and experiences they have had over the years are a part of history that everyone is interested in. In you’d like
to volunteer please contact us at covenant@tameside.gov.uk or contact us through our facebook page Tameside Armed
Services Community

The Colours of the Manchester Regiment
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In the chancel of St Michaels and All Angels Church commonly known as the “Ashton Parish Church” lay the Standards of 3 sets of
colours of the Manchester Regiment. The oldest being those of the 2nd Battalion which were presented to the church by Lord Roberts
of Kandahar in Delhi in 1886. These were laid up after active service in 1911.
They were replaced by the colours of the 9th Battalion which saw active service in both the Great War (World War 1) and World War 2,
they were laid up in 1959 and replaced by the 3rd set. These colours were presented to the church by Her Majesty Elizabeth the Queen
Mother at Audenshaw Grammar School in 1979, when the Battalions merged and they are now laid up in the church.
The Regimental Colours that are in the church can never be taken down, like the old soldiers they “never die” but just fade away.

From left to right - Victoria Cross, Queens South Africa Medal with clasps “Elandslaagte, “Defence of Ladysmith”, “Belfast”, King’s South Africa Medal with clasps “South Africa 1901”,
“South Africa 1902”, 1939 - 45 War Medal, 1937 Coronation Medal, 1953 Coronation Medal, Long Service and Good Conduct Medals.

Forces Work Saluted
18
On Thursday 6th September Tameside won the Support to the Armed Forces Community Award (public sector) from the
Royal British Legion. This recognises the vast range of work our armed forces covenant team and TASC do to promote,
recognise and support veterans. They work closely with the Royal British Legion to improve and services.
TASC a public sector organisation are proactive in promoting, recognising and supporting their Armed Forces. They have
been an advocate for the Armed Forces Community and support from all levels in the organisation of Tameside Armed
Services Community, which works across the area to engage veterans and their families and ensures that services are in
place.
There are 2 key individuals in this organisation that work closely with the RBL and are passionate about this work, despite
it not being their primary role. The organisation has been proactive in bidding into various funders in order to continue
to improve and develop services for the Armed Forces Community including a sports project which will benefit Greater
Manchester. This organisation shows a great example of how the Armed Forces covenant can be implemented and are an
example to other councils across the Greater Manchester area.
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Wimpeys Over the Med
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John Cox was only 17 when he walked into the RAF
recruiting office in Manchester. A keen member of the Air
Training Corps, it was natural that he should volunteer for
the flying service. Although in a reserved occupation as an
apprentice fitter, John chose to join up.
That was February, 1943.
He had seen first-hand the destruction of German bombs
when his cousin Ernie was killed in the bomb on Hillgate in
Ashton. John had lived there as a child and it was clear that
the war was coming closer.
After the wait for the letter to report, he journeyed to Lords
Cricket Ground in London, where his induction into the
RAF was in the Member’s Bar, no less. He next moved on
to some very nice flats near Regents Park and started his
training in the Zoo buildings - though not the elephant
house. To John this seemed a very civilised way to start
your war. Training continued around that area, before
transferring to the Initial Training Wing for three months
at Bridgnorth and then Yatesbury in Wiltshire. The square
bashing long gone, he went to train to be a Wireless
Operator/Air Gunner. Training was lengthy, six months,
including ground and air instruction and ironically the air
training for brand new kit was at first carried out on the
De Havilland Dominie, a bi-plane pre-war twin engine
transport. He followed this with the Percival Proctor, one of
the very little known “modern” trainers of the time.
Transfer to Morecambe followed where he was billeted in
a house with a family, very common at the time but he had
a very uncomfortable medical with range of injections (the
first clue he was going overseas and it was not Europe) and
then to Liverpool where boarded the “Franconia”, a fast
liner converted to a troopship.
John says “We were 12 to a table and I had to draw the meal
chits for the table. It was so rough in the Bay of Biscay that
all the other eleven did not appear for dinner”. The steward
suggested he helped himself, a rare treat in wartime
rationed UK. He ate three dinners…
By now it was summer 1944 and the heat in Port Said was
an oven. Again he dropped lucky, billeted at the Grand
Hotel, Heliopolis, but then he had to get used to the flies,
living in tents in the desert. “Anyone who has served in Egypt
remembers the flies. Everywhere and in everything. I did not
smoke, but took to puffing a pipe as it helped keep then away”.
More training followed, on the good old Anson. The cutting
edge technology of the time - Radar - now as a seaward
looking radar operator, an ASV.

He finally joined 38 Squadron, Coastal Command, in
Palestine, with a Canadian skipper of a Wellington
(Wimpey) as part of a six man crew. Their job was to look
out for and attack enemy submarines and equipped with
radar and the sub spotting, 22 million candela Leigh light,
plus anti shipping bombs or depth charges, the Wellington
was formidable.
As the war drew to a close he was sent to Italy, with a
course on Japanese aircraft recognition, he expected to
go to the Far East. VJ came before that and he was sent to
Rhodes. Despite nearly being killed in a Jeep crash, John
loved his time there. His CO had phoned him with a new
mission. It lasted eight months. “It was idyllic, my job was to
look after two German officers, POWs, in guest house. To this
day I don’t know why those two were so important!”
In February 1947, John returned home, to the National Gas
Engine Company in Ashton, then worked in the developing
television fitting industry. He retired in 1990 from Tameside
Council’s Engineering Department.
John thinks the work and dedication of Coastal Command
is not really commemorated as it should be. At the same
time he realises he could have had a very different war, if a
little older and over the Ruhr in a bomber.
Worst thing; “Lots and lots of training”, but he admits that “I
would not have missed it for the world”.
John now lives in Stalybridge and fondly remembers the
times he had and the friends he made and afterwards in
the Air Crew Association.
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Are you part
of the Armed Forces Family
or Ex-service Personnel?

Tameside MBC Welfare Rights Department have an
ARMED FORCES WELFARE OFFICER
Who can help you access support with:
Transition

Mental Health

Housing & Homelessness
Debts

Welfare Benefits
Advocacy

Social Activities
Email covenant@tameside.gov.uk
or call the Council to register with us on 0161 342 4080
www.tamesideasc.org.uk
www.tameside.gov.uk/armedforcescovenant

