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Introduction
WELCOME to the third copy of Signal
Since the second copy of Signal in Autumn 2016
the Council Armed Forces Covenant team and
TASC have been working hard to further develop
Tameside’s offer for our Armed Forces Community
in the Borough.
It’s been a very exciting time with our Veterans
working alongside our Libraries team to support
the delivery of the national Fun Palaces initiative in
Tameside for the very first time in October which
saw over 2400 people attend event co-ordinated
by one of our veterans Gary Howard. Gary has
also been kind enough to sponsor this version
of Signal via his Company Complete Forensics.
Also in autumn our veterans attended storytelling
workshops supporting work in our libraries around
the national Time to Read initiative and were also
responsible for championing our mobile reading
wall.
During late Autumn we re-visited the National
Memorial Arboretum with members of the local
Scout Association and you can read more about
the relationship between the associations founder
Lord Baden Powell and the military in this version
of Signal. We were also honoured that Tameside
was the first Borough to have Scouts assisting
veterans in Whitehall for the annual Remembrance
Parade and that in the same weekend the scouts
were able to visit the Royal Albert Hall for the
Festival of Remembrance.

Remembrance 2016

During December our spaceman built as part
of our Reach for the Stars project took to the
streets again carried by two of our veterans in the
Borough’s Lantern Parade, following this it made
its way to Central Art Gallery where the exhibition
Reach for the Stars runs until March 6th. There are
already plans afoot to take part in Manchester day
2017 where the theme is Abracadabra!.
A number of our veterans were also honoured to
help Father Christmas with his duties during the
Tameside Christmas Markets where the grotto
raised £3000 for the Mayors Charities.
The naming of the Denton link road in honour of
L/Cpl Andrew Breeze was a poignant reminder of
those who have given the ultimate sacrifice, as
many across the Borough met to remember our
fallen many of our primary schools were involved in
their own commemorations (see below).
Across the Covenant agenda we are making good
progress, with a Housing Research report due to
be published in the next few weeks and a range of
community based projects underway.
There are some very exciting projects planned for
2017, for which there is a diary date list towards
the end of this edition, we look forward to seeing
you soon at one of our events.

Integrated Neighbourhood Services
INTEGRATED Neighbourhood Services is the new
approach for people who need to contact the
Council and other frontline services for help with a
range of problems and concerns.
Many of these require input from more than one
agency, but it is Tameside Council and Greater
Manchester Police who form the core of the
response team. Working alongside them are staff
with social work, health and mental-health skills,
and drug and alcohol services.
These agencies are used to a high level of cooperation, but the creation of INS has moved
things to a different level.
PCSO Karen Wild explained: “People in need are
directed towards essential services faster, and a lot
of the services they need are now behind one door,
making them easier to find. The benefits of this
new working practice run both ways. Organisations
taking part find there is a reduced repeat demand.”
The teams (north and south) are based at Ashton
and Hyde police stations respectively. They sit
together in the same room, talking through cases
and passing on callers as required.

These teams take dozens of calls a day from
people needing help, who are in family breakdown,
or who are looking for medical or housing help.
Some just need a bit of advice, others require a
very urgent response to a crisis.
TASC’s involvement is the many callers who have
a services background and who may need referral
to a service support charity or organisation. That’s
where INS has really changed things. Previously
the ex-services factor was not always picked up.
When a veteran is identified within the INS setting,
they can be appropriately supported faster.
They are all raised at the same time and with the
relevant partners. That speeds up outcomes and
helps to prevent the problem escalating further.
Emma Varnam, Tameside Council’s assistant
executive director (Place), who set up the service,
said: “It became clear very quickly that we had to
learn how to improve our response in these cases.
“We now ask more questions and the staff are in a
much better position to refer the caller to the right
service organisation when needed. We are working
with the main service supporters to continue to
improve our referral system, but the change so far
has been remarkable.”

Scouting’s Founder
SCOUTING owes its origins to the British Army. Founder General Robert BadenPowell was one of the best known soldiers of his day.
His story is truly amazing and he is known as a soldier and the founder of
the Scouting and Guiding movements, now with over 40 million members
worldwide.
If Scouting is about fulfilling your potential, then Robert Stephenson Smyth
Baden-Powell (or BP) certainly fulfilled his. BP, or ‘Stephe’ as he was known as a
child, was born in Paddington, London, on 22 February 1857. He was the eighth
of 10 children of the Reverend Baden-Powell, a professor at Oxford University.
BP preferred the outdoors to the classroom and spent much of his time
sketching wildlife in the woods around his school; something which he was able
to put to very practical military use. His irrepressible personality infuriated and
impressed his teachers in equal measure. He began developing early scouting
skills in Surrey whilst hiding from teachers in the woods and was involved in
acting, playing the piano and violin. He was a keen artist and also spent many
holidays canoeing with his brothers.
In 1876, he joined the 13th Hussars of India as a Lieutenant and his regiment
was sent to the Natal Province in South Africa, where he was able to develop
his scouting skills in campaigns against the Zulus. He was promoted to Military
Secretary and Senior aide-de-camp to his uncle, General Sir Henry Augustus
Smyth, the Commander-in-Chief and Governor of Malta, and was posted to
Malta for three years. He also led a distinguished career through posts in India,
Afghanistan and various parts of Africa
Baden-Powell returned to Africa in 1896, as the British South Africa Company
was under siege during the Second Matabele War, and it was here that many of
his ideas for the Boy Scouts were born.
After the campaign in Rhodesia, he was sent to West Africa where the Fourth
Ashanti War was underway, and in 1897, at the age of 40, he was promoted
to lead the 5th Dragoon Guards in India. He then decided to write his ‘Aids to
Scouting’ manual, which was a summary of the lectures he used to train recruits,
which taught them to use their initiative, think independently and survive in the
outdoors. He received a further promotion, making him the youngest Colonel in
the British Army, and returned to South Africa for the Second Boer War.
The most famous event in BP’s military career was the 217 day defence of
Mafeking against the Boers in 1899, after which he became a Major-General
at the age of only 43 and a national hero. He was a tactician and skilled at
deception.

Scout and
Artist
BP also carried out Intelligence work and
posed as a butterfly collector with plans
of military areas hidden in his sketches of
butterfly wings.
This sketch of a butterfly contains the
outline of a fortress, and -marks both
the position and power of the guns. The
marks on the wings between the lines
mean nothing, but those on the lines
show the nature and size of the guns,
according to the keys below.

On his return from South Africa in 1903 Powell found that his military training
manual “Aids to Scouting” had become a bestseller. BP wrote no less than
32 books, the earnings from which helped to pay for his Scouting travels.
As with all his successors, he received no salary as Chief Scout. He received
various honorary degrees and the freedom of a number of cities, along with
28 foreign orders and decorations and 19 foreign Scout awards. ‘Scouting for
Boys’. Originally published in 1908, became the fourth best-selling book of the
Twentieth Century, selling over 150 million copies.
Baden Powell may have been a product of the Victorian era, but that gave him
his sense of duty, comradeship and opportunity. Talented, creative, inspirational;
as the great man once said, ‘life without adventure would be deadly dull.’
He moved with his wife to Kenya in 1939, where he died in January 1941. His
grave in Nyer is a national monument

Fortress Guns
Field Guns
Machine Guns

High Honours
THE first national memorial to Scouting was dedicated at the National Memorial Arboretum on 5th June 2016.
Over 3,000 young people and adults attended to watch the dedication of the memorial which was jointly designed by young
people and an adult volunteer. The memorial recognises the difference Scouting has made to so many and remembers the
service given by the many Scouts across communities and throughout the Armed Forces. The memorial also captures the
essence of Scouting’s spirit of global friendship and adventure.
The memorial was unveiled by young people and the relatives of scouts who designed the structure as well as the relatives
of Scouts who have lost their lives whilst serving others including Ann McFerran, the mother of SAC Peter McFerran and
Elizabeth Holmes-Daniels, the sister of Cpl Harvey Holmes, who were killed whilst serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Scout Memorial Project was initiated in 2009 by five 16 year old Explorer Scouts from Birmingham who visited the
Arboretum. Gaining the full endorsement of the National Headquarters, The Scouting Memorial Project was launched by
a team of youth and adult volunteers in Birmingham in May 2013 and has gone on to receive donations of over £200,000
primarily via £1 donations for 165,000 cloth badges that have been sent to Scouts around the world.
The sculpture is a combination of pieces by Graeme Mitcheson, creator of several memorials at the Arboretum, with the
central fire by Angela Connor, sculptor of Her Majesty The Queen’s 80th birthday bronze portrait displayed at Windsor Castle.

Scouting Links
THROUGHOUT the period since Tameside signed the
Armed Forces Covenant in June 2012, Scouting has
played a key role in our delivery and engagement.
From our early projects around Arts Award with War
Horse and the National Theatre, through to trips to the
National Memorial Arboretum and more recently Reach
for the Stars at Manchester Day, we have encouraged a
link between our four Tameside Scout Districts and our
Veterans.
Many of our 2017 / 2018 plans seek to build on these
links.

Honour Our Fallen
THE new Denton link Road has been named in
honour of a former Tameside pupil who lost his life
in Afghanistan in 2010.
Lance Corporal Andrew Breeze was 31 and serving
in the 1st Battalion Mercian Regiment when he
died in an explosion while increasing security at a
checkpoint in Nahr-e Saraj in Helmand Province.

The new “L/Cpl Andrew Breeze Way” road signs
– which feature a poppy – were made at the Royal
British Legion Industries (RBLI) factory in Ashford,
Kent. RBLI employs ex-servicemen and women,
supporting them with rehabilitation and giving
them a purpose in life.

An ex-Audenshaw School pupil and member of the
Church Lads’ Brigade at Christ Church, Denton,
Andrew enlisted in 1996 and after basic training
joined what was then the Cheshire Regiment. He
served in Northern Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan.

Mr Breeze said: “Although this is a trying and
difficult time as the memories of what happened
to Andrew still really hurt, we feel very proud that
our son is being honoured in this way. We are very
supportive of the armed forces and all who serve in
them. It’s good to know they also have the support
of the local community.”

The new Denton Link Road has been named Lance
Corporal Andrew Breeze Way in tribute to the
soldier. The move forms part of Tameside Council’s
pledge to name new streets built in the borough
after forces personnel who have died in service.

As part of the commitment to honouring
servicemen and women who lost their lives while
in the forces, Tameside council is asking people to
nominate a fallen hero after whom they would like
a street to be named.

Andrew’s parents, Anthony and Florence, visited
the site of the new road just before Remembrance
Sunday last year. They were joined by Cllr Kieran
Quinn, the executive leader of Tameside Council,
and the Civic Mayor, Cllr Philip Fitzpatrick. Andrew
Gwynne, MP for Denton and Reddish, was also
present.

For further information and to nominate visit www.
tameside.gov.uk/honourourfallen
Denton Link Road connects Ashton Road with
Hyde Road, bypassing the Crown Point junction –
a long-standing bottleneck on a key Tameside to
Manchester route. It is part of the redevelopment
of the Oldham Batteries site, regenerating the area
and bringing it back into community and economic
use.

Graham and the Somme
CURRENT veterans researched their First World War
counterparts last summer to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. The result was a
moving exhibition in the atrium at Tameside Local Studies
Centre.
Graham Braithwaite, who co-ordinated the project, brought
together a team who shared details of their own life in
uniform as well as looking into the stories behind nine
Tamesiders who were involved in the five-month long
campaign.
Ashton Jack Millin (RAF) - Corporal Leonard Millin (Jack’s
father). Took part in the capture of Montauban and Battle of
Trones Wood. Died in 1980 aged 84.
Audenshaw Bob Cooper (RAOC) - Corporal W Sweet (RAMC)
experienced the full horrors of the Somme while treating
the wounded. Died at Flers-Courcellette.
Denton Jamie Rowland (Cheshire Regiment)
Private James Gee of Gibraltar Lane, Haughton Green, was
22 on the first day of the Somme, 1 July, 1916. Served in the
20th Battalion Cheshire Regiment. Despite being shot twice
he wanted to continue fighting.

Droylsden Roy Catterall (RAF) - Private Joseph Butler of
Halcrow Street died on the first day of the Somme serving
with the Royal Fusiliers.
Dukinfield Vera Wormall (QARANC) - Captain Walter Ralphs
(Royal Field Artillery). Died on 5 July after being wounded
near Montauban.
Hyde Ron Andrew (RA) - Private Thomas Whaley. In France
from 1914 and played in the Christmas truce football
matches. Served in the Manchester Regiment and survived.
Longdendale Chris Barrow (RAF) - Private Thomas Charlton
– 13th Battalion Cheshire Regiment. Died on 20 August at
Thiepval. Thomas, from Hollingworth, had been in France six
weeks.
Mossley Graham Braithwaite (TA) - Lieutenant Eric Goddard,
from Micklehurst, was killed on 1 July, serving with the Duke
of Wellington’s Regiment at Thiepval.
Stalybridge George Watkins (RASC) - Private Ernest Wilde
of Huddersfield Road died on 2 July. Served in the 16th
Battalion Manchester Regiment.

Medlock Disabled
Gardening Project
TASC applied to Tesco Bags
for Life funding to help with
the restoration of the sensory
garden at Jubilee Gardens
in Droylsden. The garden
originally built several years
ago had fallen into disrepair
and was in need of an upgrade.
The project which will be a
collaboration between TASC
veterans and Tameside children
will encourage participants to
go outdoors, grow their own
vegetables and flowers.
The veterans want to create a
safe and inviting space for the
children and families to utilise
the centre fully. Veterans are
able to share their skills with

the wider community and
encourage children to take a
keen interest in horticulture and
well being.
The project will involve
participants replanting all
the raised beds, and the
introduction of a brand new
poly tunnel amongst other
planting.
Tesco have awarded the full
grant bid to the project and
work is expected to start in
late spring, this opportunity
has been made possible by
shoppers in Tesco stores voting
for the scheme.

Grass Roots
TASC have also been successful with a grant from
the Skipton Building Society Grass Roots Giving
Award.
They were one of 163 groups from across Britain
to win backing from Skipton customers and the
general public in a vote held in late 2016.
A spokesman for the building society said:
“In keeping with our ethos for mutuality, it’s
important to us to give back to our communities.
“We’re excited by the thousands of organisations
up and down the country that are improving the
lives of thousands upon thousands of people.
We’re keen to demonstrate our continued
support.
“I’d like to thank to everyone who entered
or voted. We were humbled and inspired by
the stories we read and the difference that
these groups and clubs are making to their
communities.”
Cllr Frank Travis a founding member of TASC,
added “Many thanks to the people for voting for
TASC, this is award will allow TASC to start on the
first of many community benefit projects planned
for 2017”.

Scouts In London
WHAT an experience... what a weekend...Working in
conjunction with the Royal British Legion, our scout troop
were given the chance to get involved and represent
Tameside in the 2016 London remembrance parade.
Ten Scout Leaders, Twenty 413th Droylsden Scouts, Eleven
Droylsden Explorer Scouts, Six Droylsden cubs and 9000
veterans... in Horse guards parade in London! It was a truly
amazing experience and one that will stay with our children
forever. We spent the Saturday morning exploring London
before going to the Royal Albert Hall and experiencing the
unbelievable remembrance service and performance. Our

main task was to distribute the orders of service in Horse
Guards Parade and assist any veterans who need to be push
around during the parade. Once complete, we waited for
the parade to pass and just when we thought it couldn’t get
any better, Prince Charles decided to walk past and stop for
a chat.
What a day! We had a fantastic time and were extremely
proud to represent the scout association and our scout
troop. It was a very moving and memorable experience,
which will stay with us forever.

Ex - Forces Employment
Scheme
WHEN the Ex-Forces Employment Scheme found Joshua Logan a
work placement, it proved to be just the job.
Joshua, who spent four years in the Grenadier Guards, quickly
displayed his military ability to get things done and Stalybridge
firm Truck Craft Bodies was only too happy to offer him a full-time
position. A wonderful result considering he will soon be a father
and is about to move into a new home.
“Getting a local job was really helpful,” said Joshua. “There’s a
really friendly environment at Truck Craft and I enjoy working
there. The company’s attitude towards ex-forces personnel is
great and supportive.
“I don’t have to worry about the future now because Truck Craft is
an expanding business with great opportunities for overtime and
bonuses.”
Truck Craft offered Joshua additional training while on his
placement, and taught him to weld after he revealed a desire to
develop this skill during his three-month review.
Joshua added: “I’ve benefited loads from the Ex-Forces
Employment Scheme. The people running the project helped
with the interview and I was offered work the same day.”
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Count Them In
AT Full Council I had the pleasure of lending Tameside’s
support to the important ‘Count Them In’ campaign being
run by the Royal British Legion. The campaign calls for
additional questions to be incorporated in the 2021 census
that would help to identify members of the Armed Forces
Community. The reasoning for this is simple. The more we
know about the composition of our communities the better
organisations like the Council can plan how best to use their
resources.
Despite the next census being more 4 years away the Office
for National Statistics and their devolved equivalents are
already planning the questions that will be asked when
it lands on residents’ doormats. We now have a once in a
generation opportunity to influence what those are and it is
important that we seize it.
Tameside has a track record of supporting armed forces
veterans. We have the armed forces and veteran’s breakfast
club every second Saturday at Portland Basin. We launched
the veteran’s jobs pledge in 2015 which has so far assisted
9 ex-service personnel back to work. We have recognised
the service of local fallen heroes Tony Downes and Andrew
Breeze by naming the new Pension Fund building and
Denton Link Road respectively in their honour. We provide
ongoing support and networking opportunities for veterans
through the Tameside Armed Services Community group,
TASC.

Help For Heroes
HELP for Heroes supports people who have suffered lifechanging injuries and illnesses while serving their country. It is
provided through grants, and through four recovery centres.
The nearest of these to Tameside is Phoenix House, Catterick,
where educational and vocational courses, and tailored help
are available.
However, you don’t have to go to Yorkshire to get support.
Veterans of all conflicts, as well as family members of those
still serving, can access free and confidential help by phone or
Skype. Visit www.helpforheroes.org.uk
Wounded, injured and sick veterans, service personnel and
their carers in the North West, also have their own Help for
Heroes representative.
Kevin Hartley offers opportunities for members of the charity’s
fellowships - Band of Brothers and Band of Sisters - to meet
like-minded members from the same area.
The gatherings are not just social events. Kevin helps the
charity develop and maintain relationships with members and
to keep up to date with recovery programmes.
If you are already a member of either fellowship, and want
to find out about meetings and other opportunities in the
North West, or if you are a wounded veteran or a relative, who
is interested in finding out if Help for Heroes can offer help,
contact Kevin on 07815 506468 or e-mail: kevin.hartley@
helpforheroes.org.uk

However, whilst this is a huge range of support services and
arguably far more than neighbouring authorities do for their
veterans, it still only reaches relatively few of the people
that could find their support valuable. It is estimated that,
within Tameside, there are more than 4000 members of the
armed forces community, though TASC’s membership is
just 300. There are therefore more than 3500 more armed
forces veterans in the borough that the Council and other
organisations who could offer help do not know about.
Absurdly, following the 2011 census, we actually know more
about the Borough’s Jedi population than we do about our
armed forces population!
“Under my leadership the Council will continue to support
our armed forces community wherever possible, regardless
of whether we have the census’ help in doing so. Though,
should this campaign be successful, our job will be made
much easier” - Cllr Kieran Quinn, Leader of the Council.

Halle Trip

Sea Cadet Citizens

IF you’ve served in the forces you’re generally ready for
anything – be that battle or even a trip to the ballet.

THE Civic Mayor of Tameside, Cllr Philip Fitzpatrick, joined
Manchester sea cadets – some from TS Quantock, Ashton
– at Dukinfield Town Hall for a National Citizenship Awards
presentation evening.

The world of Darcey Bussell and Mikhail Baryshnikov
isn’t the sort of thing usually associated with hardened
veterans, but when TASC was offered some discounted
tickets for the English National Ballet’s production of
“Giselle” they were willingly accepted.
Most of those travelling to the Palace Theatre had never
seen ballet before, but they approached it with an open
mind and found the experience to be very rewarding.
Afterwards, the English National Ballet interviewed
TASC members David Brown and Roy Smith about their
feelings.

The Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester, Mr Warren
Smith, was in also in attendance, and he and the Civic Mayor
both spoke after Capt Phillip Russell had welcomed cadets
and invited them to give presentations about their NCS
experiences.

“Giselle” is a classic story of love, revenge and
redemption, but in Manchester it was given a new
interpretation by Oscar-winning designer Tim Yip who
made his name with the martial arts film “Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon”.
Tamara Rojo, artistic director of the English National
Ballet, commented: “‘Giselle’ is a ballet that lives in both
the real and spiritual world.”

Volunteers
Wanted
VOLUNTEERS Wanted
We are looking for people to help us
design and build our float for the
Manchester Day parade on the 18
June 2017.
The theme this year will be
ABRACADABRA.
Think top hats, white rabbits, white
gloves, wizards and of course, magic.
If you or any organisation would
like to take part please contact
0161 342 4080 or email
covenant@tamesideasc.org.uk
TASC

TAMESIDE ARMED
SERVICES
COMMUNITY

For the second year running Tameside are
hoping to take part in Manchester Day
parade in the centre of Manchester.
The parade is 1 mile long and takes about
an hour and a half to complete at a slow
pace. Last year our Armed Forces Families
and members of the scout and guide
movements took part and we are hoping
we can repeat this fabulous experience
this year with 100000 people in the
audience.
We need volunteers to walk in the
parade, create costumes and props, run
workshops, etc etc.
For further information please ring our
Covenant team on 0161 342 4080 or email
covenant@tameside.org.uk.

Dance to Remember
DANCERS and performers from across Tameside marked
Remembrance Day by staging a spectacular event to honour
all those affected by warfare.
The evening, organised by the performing arts department
at Ashton Sixth-Form College, showcased a range of dance
styles, musical genres, voices and talents, and featured both
students and alumni.
It raised £624 for TASC and there were many ex-service
personnel in the audience at the Darnton Road campus.
Daniella Preger, ASFC student, Torque Youth Dancer said “I
was honoured to be able to perform in front of the veterans
in the charity show on Thursday. It was incredible to have
the chance to raise money for such a good cause, and it
makes me proud knowing that I was able to contribute
towards making a difference. The effort that was put into
the show was amazing, and it quite clearly paid off as shown
by the overwhelming turnout. I am glad that I had such an
opportunity, and will be ever thankful for the experience
and working with Tameside veterans”

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
If you are interested any of these events please contact
the Covenant office on
Covenant@tameside.gov.uk or 0161 342 4080
28th March 2017 BUSINESS EVENT
An opportunity for Tameside Businesses to learn more
about the Armed Forces Covenant and how they can get
involved.
18th June 2017 MANCHESTER DAY PARADE
Veterans from TASC working collaboratively with the
Scout and Guide associations for this year’s Day Parade
with an audience of over 100000 people representing
Tameside.
23rd June 2017 ARMED FORCES DINNER
First annual TASC dinner to celebrate 5 years of the
Covenant in Tameside.
24th June 2017 ARMED FORCES DAY
Armed Forces Day is a chance to show your support for
the men and women who make up the Armed Forces
community: from currently serving troops to Service
families, veterans and cadets. 24th June 2017, Victoria
Park, Denton.
8th or 9th July 2017 RAF DUXFORD
Visit to this historic airfield and museum of aviation
history to discover the stories of people who lived and
worked at RAF Duxford with Air Display.
23rd July 2017 SUNDERLAND AIR SHOW
The Sunderland International Air Show takes place
over three days on the last weekend of July, and the air
display is held over the coastline at Seaburn and Roker in
Sunderland. Free Admission.
24th September 2017 KNOWLSEY SAFARI PARK
Looking for a wild, fun family day out? Look no further!
Knowsley’s impressive 5-mile wild animal safari drive is
the longest in the UK, and is currently home to over 750
fascinating animals – one of the most thrilling day’s out in
the North West!

Gorton Monastery
GORTON Monastery
formed the spectacular
backdrop for the Greater
Manchester Royal British
Legion Christmas concert.
Members of TASC were
among a capacity
audience that enjoyed a
brilliant night featuring
the Band of the King’s
Division, soloist Iona Fisher
and the choir from Wright
Robinson College.

Afterwards the veterans
were treated to mulled
wine and mince pies.
TASC co-ordinator David
Brown said: “It was a great
occasion and special
thanks must go to the
Royal British Legion for
asking us to attend. We’re
looking forward to being
invited back in December
of this year.”

7th October 2017 FUN PALACES
Fun Palaces is an ongoing campaign supporting culture
at the heart of every community, with an annual weekend
of arts and science action created by, for and with local
people, Central Library, Ashton Under Lyne.
8th October 2017 NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM
Situated in Staffordshire on the edge of the National
Forest, the Arboretum is the UK’s year-round centre of
Remembrance. The maturing woodland landscape is
home to over 330 memorials.
6th November 2017 ASHTON 6TH FORM COLLEGE
DANCE EVENT
The second annual Dance to Remember event with young
people from across Tameside performing in honour of the
fallen at Ashton Sixth Form College.
10th December 2017 GORTON MONASTERY
The Royal British Legion Carol Concert at the stunning
Gorton Monastery with the King’s Division Band and
other performers.

WW1 Diary of Captain Charles May
Charles May was born in 1889 at Dunedin, New Zealand,
the son of Edward Charles May and Susan Laura May. He
came to Britain with his parents in 1902 and settled in
Leytonstone, Essex. He was engaged in the family business his father was an electrician and had invented a new electric
fire alarm. Some time before the First World War he joined
the territorials, serving with the short-lived King Edward’s
Horse, and became an accomplished horseman. He married
Bessie Maude Holl in 1912 and they had a daughter, Pauline,
who was born on 20 July 1914. He worked as a journalist
for the Manchester Evening News and also contributed
a number of short stories for publication. He joined ‘B’
Company, 22nd (Service) Battalion the Manchester Regiment
in 1915. Captain May saw active service in France and was
killed at the age of 27 on the first day of the Battle of the
Somme. He formed a close relationship with his batman,
Arthur Bunting, who tried desperately to save him, manging
to pull him back to the trench regardless of his own injuries.
Before he was killed, Captain May had asked a fellow soldier,
Captain Frank Earles, to contact his wife and take care of
her if necessary. Frank did so and fell in love with Bessie,
marrying her in May 1919. Captain May is buried at the
Dantzig Alley British Cemetery, Mametz near the Somme.

1916, along with his writing and literary works. The diaries
have been edited and published by Gerry Harrison, his great
nephew, under the title “To Fight Amongst Friends”, which
is available for loan or purchase from the Local Studies and
Archives Centre.
If you require further information please contact the
Tameside Local Studies & Archive Centre on 0161 342 4242
or visit them at Tameside Local Studies & Archive Centre,
Tameside Central Library, Old Street, Ashton-under-Lyne,
OL6 7SG.

His diaries were deposited as part the Manchester Regiment
Archive at the Tameside Local Studies and Archives Centre,
archives reference MR4/17/295. The collection comprises
the diaries of Captain May dating from November 1915-July

Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council

Armed Forces Day

Armed

‘Honouring Britain’s Armed Forces,
Past, Present and Future’

Saturday 24th June 2017
1 - 4pm Victoria Park, Denton
FREE EVENT
everyone welcome, lots of children’s activities
and fabulous entertainment,
throughout the afternoon.

MAKING
CONTACT
Tameside Council Armed Forces Covenant Team
in partnership with Tameside Armed Services
Community are seeking to make contact with
veterans, reservists, cadets, and wider Armed
Forces Family in the Borough
For further information please contact:
Email: covenant@tamesideasc.org.uk
Tel: 0161 342 4144
Website: www.tamesideasc.org.uk

TASC

TAMESIDE ARMED
SERVICES
COMMUNITY

For further information visit
www.tameside.gov.uk/armedforcesday
or Cultural Services on 0161 342 4144
@tmbc_culture

